Rallydemands Mandela release 

QtASOOW, Scotland (R} » About 30,000 peopte maidied through 
GmsgC'3 Suaday. qaffi^g for the retease of jaded South African black 
o&tiQ&abst letter ..Nelson Mandela. Organisers said the rally was die 
largest anti-apartheid demonstration ever held in Scotland, The Reverend 
Allan Boesak,- Gape Town-based coloured (mixed race) leader of the 
world Affiance of Reform Churches, tokTthe rally British Prime Minister 
Mamre? Thatcher was indifferent to the suffering of South African 
blacksi ^l am convinced. . . dot if die situation were the other way around 
and fitde white children had been dying in Sooth Africa (instead of) little 
Wsck chjMren, Thatcher would have gone there — she would have seen 
everything,” he told riw gathering. The rally followed a 1 0-hour rode 
concert attended By 70,000 people in London Saturday in celebration of 
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OPEC to extend current pact 

VIENNA (R) — The OPEC oil group, deeply divided about new output 
curbs, is set to extend its current oil production ceiling until the end of the 


leaving for consultations with his president on the second day of a 
biannual meeting of the Or ganisa tion of Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC), also said his OPEC quota was meaningless, “The prevailing 
feeling is that this agreement due to expire will be extended until the 
organisation convenes in December," he said m an interview with Abu 
Dhabi television taped in Vienna and broadcast in the emirate. Under the 
current production pact, which expires this month, 12 of the 13 OPEC 
members agreed to limit total production to 15.06 million barrels daily. 
Iraq refused to sign, demanding the same fixed quota as Iran. The Vienna 
talks have been dogged by political divisions and the atmosphere has been 
soured by friction between Saudi Arabia and Iran over the hostilities in 
the Gulf and future oil policy. Riyadh stunned the last meeting in April by 
severing diplomatic ties with Tehran. 
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AROUND THE WORLD... 


Saudi crown prince visits Britain 

LONDON (R) — Saudi Crown Prince Abdullah begins an official 
visit to Britain Monday which British government sources say is 
intended to cement Saudi Arabia's relations with Britain. Crown 
Prince Abdullah will hold talks with Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher and Foreign Secretary Sir Geoffrey Howe during his 
four-day stay. He will also lunch with Queen Elizabeth at Windsor 
Castle and meet the prince and princess of Wales twice. The visit by 
the 64-year-old Crown Prince, who is also Sa ud i Arabia’s first deputy 
prime minister, follows one by King Fahd in March 1987. Political 
.observers in Riyadh and government sources in London said Crown 
Prince Abdullah had lately assumed a greater role in foreign 
relations. 

Iraq assails U.S.-Kurdish talks 

BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraq strongly criticised the U.S. State 
Department Sunday for meeting with Iranian-backed Kurdish 
guerrilla leader Jala! A1 Taiabani. The Iraq News Agency (INA) said 
in a commentary that the meeting in Washington was “part of the 
strategy fomented by Zionism to hurt Iraq.” Taiabani commands the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, whose guerrilla forces, aided and 
armed by the Iranians, are with other Kurdish groups waging a 
campaign against the Iraqi government in Kurdistan province of 
northeast Iraq. The Iraq commentary said Talabani’s recent meeting 
with State Department officials and U.S. congressmen was “intended 
to influence the Iraqi position after the battlefield victories scored by 
the Iraqi anny against the Iranians. ” But it stopped short of accusing 
the United States of interfering in Iraq's internal affairs. 

Genscher welcomes Soviet statement 

BONN (AP) — Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher welcomes 
new Soviet moves towards forging a conventional arms treaty with 
the West, but only as a starting point for future negotiations, his 
spokesman said Sunday. “This will have to be looked at very closely, 
but it is does show a new thinking in the Soviet Union,” Juergen 
Chrobog told the AP. He was alluding to remarks last week by Soviet 
Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze indicating the Warsaw Pact 
Was ready to make asymmetrical cuts in its conventional forces. At a 
conference on East-West security Saturday in Potsdam, East 
Germany. Genscher said be greeted the apparent change in the 
Kremlin position. “This speech in New York is welcomed because 
now it has been dearly stated that everywhere there is an advantage, 
asytnmetrical cuts wifi have to be made,” Genscher mid the three-day 
.conference, which ended Saturday. 

MoscoW 'considers inviting Peres 9 

TEL AVIV (R) — The Soviet Union is considering inviting Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres to Moscow in line with wanning 
relations between the two countries, the daily newspaper Davar said 
Sunday. Davar, belonging to Peres's Labour Party, quoted a senior 
Israeli foreign ministry official as saying information from Eastern 
European diplomats indicated Peres’s visit could take place within 
three months. The visit to Moscow would be the first by an Israeli 
foreign minister. An Israeli consular delegation is doe in Moscow in 
July, the first Israeli representation there since the Kremlin severed 
relations during the 1967 war. The foreign ministry would neither 
confirm nor deny the report. 

Argentine plane crashes; 21 killed 

BUENOS AIRES (AP) — An Austral DC-9 airliner carrying at least 
21 passengers and crew crashed in a pine-tree plantation while trying 
to land at the fog-bound northeastern city of Posadas, authorities 
said. There were no immediate reports of survivors. The government 
news agency Telam said at least 15 passengers and a crew of six were 
aboard the private carrier, which left Buenos Aires’ metropolitan 
airport at 7 a.m. (1000 GMT) and. made an intermediate stop in the 
northern river port of Resistenaa. Local news and radio reports said 
die plane crashed about five kSoiaetres short of the Pasadas airport while 
trying to land in heavy fog. Posadas, capital of Misiones province, is 
about 1,100 kilometres northeast of Buenos Aires and across die 
Parana River from the Paraguayan city of Encarnacion. 

Prolific western novelist dead at 80 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Prolific writer Louis L’ Amour, whose 
. popular novels recreated the old west of gunfighteTS and lawmen, 
cattle rustlers and horse thieves, has died of lung cancer, relatives 
said. He was 80. L' Amour died Friday night in his Los Angeles 
home, said bis wife, Kathy. President Ronald Reagan praised 
L’ Amour in 1983 for “having brought the west to the people of the 
east and to people everywhere.” The author penned scores of 
western novels including “Hondo,” “How the West Was Won,” 
“The Iron Marshal,” “The Quick and the Dead,” “Sackett’s Land,” 
“Down the Long Hills," and “Ride the Dark Trail.” Several, 
including “How the West Was Won," were made into motion 
pictures. 

Kabul buys rebels’ rockets 

ISLAMABAD (R) — The Soviet-backed Afghan government said 
Sunday it was buying anti-aircraft missiles horn rebel guerrillas. The 
purchase was the first of its kind reported by Kabul. Afghan 
authorities have offered to buy arms from the guerrillas as part of 
their moves to end a nine-year aril. war. The official Kabul Radio, 
monitored in Islamabad, said two rockets were purchased from 
“anti-government forces," but did oot identify the weapons. “The 
price of these rockets was paid to the concerned commander the 
radio said. It’did not name the commander nor say where and when it 
happened. Weapons used by the guerrillas include U.S.-supplied 
shoulder-fired Stinger missiles which have been most effective 
against Soviet airpower in Afghanistan. A Pakistan-based Afghan 
party, Hezb-i-Islami (Khalis), says that Banian forces seized 24 
Stinger missiles from its guerrillas in March last year. The party said 
the incident happened when a guerrilla convoy was taking 32 Stingers 
into the western Afghan province of Farah by way of Iran. 

Thousands pay respects to Stevens 

FREETOWN (AP) — Thousands of people formed a queue more 
than 1.5 kilometres long Sunday to pay their last respects to former 
President Siaka Stevens. Stevens died May 29 at the age of 82. The 
bluff and barrel-chested former police constable ruled the West 
African nation for more than 17 years before handing over power to 
his hand-picked successor, Joseph Momoh Nov. 28, 1985. Although 
the exchange of power was accomplished smoothly, a rarity in Africa, 
Stevens foil out with Momoh and had lost much popularity because of 
the decline of the country’s economy. Many held Stevens responsible 
for corruption that had deprived foe country of earnings from its rich 
natural resources. But Sunday tens of thousands marched past his 
open coffin after his body was' brought to state ball in a military 
carriage, the bronze casket draped in Sena Leone's green, white 
mid blue. Anglican Bishop Thomas Bangursh, is his eulogy, said of 
Stevens: ‘This day a great leader has fallen in Sierra Leone. Like any 
one else, he made his mistakes, but God will forgive ins sins and 
omissions, -..by his contributions, he has left his footprints on the 
sands of time.” 



Forest fires seen as new weapon in uprising 


Israeli driver kills 
Palestinian in Jericho 


REGENT VISITS ARMY UNIT: His Royal Highness Crown 

' Prince Hassan, foe Regent, shakes hands with personnel of the Fourth 
Royal Mechanised Division during a visit be paid to the unit Saturday. 
The Regent also watched and took part in exercises performed by the 
unit (Petra photo) 

French Socialists seen 
short of clear majority 

PARIS (R) — President Francois analyst for the Sofres polling 
Mitterrand's Socialists failed to organisation, 
gain an outright majority in Sun- The right hailed the result as a 
day’s general election, computer defeat for Mitterrand, only weeks 
forecasts said — forcing him to after his triumphant re-election as 
seek new allies in a hung parlia- president for a new seven-year 
ment. term May 8. 

As the polls closed, projections Mitterrand, 71, called the elec- 
put the Socialists neck and neck non to overturn a centre-right 
with the centre-right alliance, majority in parliament and put 
Neither group was likely to reach his Socialist Party in a position to 
the 2S9 seats needed to form a govern for the next five years, 
stable majority in the 577-seat The centre-right appeared to 
National Assembly, the forecasts have no possibility of ruling as its 
showed. only possible partner, the ex- 

Botb groups were given be- treme-right National Front of 
tween 265-285 seats, with the Jean-Marie le Pen. was heading 
balance in foe hands of the Com- for virtual extinction in par- 
munists who were estimated to liamentarv terms, 
get 27-28 seats. Le Pen himself acknowledged 

‘ “IPs stupefying — for the first defeat in his bid to gain a seat in 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (Agencies) — An 
Israeli bus driver shot and killed a Palesti- 
nian youth who stoned his vehicle in the 
occupied West Bank Sunday while firemen 
fought to extinguish widespread forest fires 
blamed on Palestinian activists using a new 
weapon in the six-month-old Palestinian up- 
rising. 


School, according to reports. ■ on foe arsonists "to act as 
Eight students were treated for deterrent.” 


time in the 30-year history' of the ' the southern port of Marseille, 
Fifth Republic, there will be no where his anti-immigrant policies 


dear majority in the National 
Assembly,” said Jerome Jaffre, 

Sporadic 
battles 
continue 
in Beirut 
camps 

BEIRUT (AP) — Rival Palesti- 
nian factions sniped at each 
other in Beirut’s refugee 
camps Sunday as Israeli war- 
planes crashed the sound bar- 
rier overhead. 

The Israeli jets also crashed 
the sound barrier over eastern 
and southern Lebanon, but did 
not cany out any bombing 
attacks, police reported. 

In Sooth Lebanon, gunmen 
believed to be Muslim fanatics 
raided a nightspot overnight 
that had reopened for the first 
time after a two year fun- 
damentalist ban on nightlife 
and alcohol. 

A police spokesman said 25 
ganmen burst into the open air 
restaurant on the outskirts of 
the ancient city of Tyre at 1.30 
a.m. Sunday (22.30 GMT 
Saturday). They fired at ran- 
dom into a crowd of about 500 
people who were drinking and 
dancing to a live orchestra. 

“Four people were wounded, 
two of than seriously. The gun- 
men smashed foe orchestra’s 
instruments as wefi as liquor 
bottles, ” added the spokesman. 

“The people were very hap- 
py, enjoying their newly res- 
tored freedom, when this Inci- 
dent took place,” foe spokes- 
man added. 

•He said pofice believe foe 
gunmen must be Shi’ite fanatic- 
al followers of Iranian pat- 
riarch Ayatollah Rnhollaii 
Khomeini- 

F un d am e ntalist s of Hizbol- 
tah (Party of God) had control- 
led South Lebanon until last 
April, banning dancing and 
drinking. 

Police said foe fighting in the 
Beirut refugee camps, going on 
since last Wednesday, ebbed 
into sporadic sniping on foe 
fifth day. Nineteen people 
were ItiBed and 95 wounded in 
the four previous days of 
clashes between supporters of 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Chatman Yasser 
Arafat and dissidents. 


have received widespread sup- 
port. 


j In the West Bank, Palestinian 
high school students dashed with 
foe anny for foe third day in foe 
town of Hebron, and eight were 
1 treated for the effects of tear-gas. 
Also Sunday, an Israeli motorist 
was seriously injured when a 
i Palestinian threw a rock at his car 
near Tel Aviv. 

A spokesman for Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir said, 
meanwhile, that Mubarak Awad, 
a Palestinian-American advocate 
of non-violent resistance to 
Israeli occupation, would likely 
be expelled early Monday after 
losing a supreme court appeal a 
week ago. 

In the fatal dash near Jericho, 
a public bus driver fired a gun 
after his vehicle was stoned as it 
passed the ‘Ain A1 Sultan refugee 
camp, home to about 700 Palesti- 
nians on the main road linking 
Jerusalem with Galilee. 

No injuries were reported from 
the stones. 

Palestinians identified the dead 
Palestinian as Sae’d Mo hammad 
A1 Hayek, 18. 

A Jericho hospital official said 
Hayek was brought dead to the 
hospital minutes after the clash. 


shot in his heart and back. 

The death raised to 214 the 
number of Palestinians killed in 
foe six months of uprising against 
Israeli rule in the West Bank and 
Gaza. 

In Hebron, students clashed 
with troops at the Ai Hussein 
High School, the dty’s largest, 
and at foe Tareq Ibn Ziyad High 


tear-gas effects, said offidals at 
the dty’s Alia hospital. 

The army confirmed a third 
day of protests at A] Hussein and 
said it was considering dosing the 
school. High schools in the West 
Bank were reopened June 6 after 
a four-month closure. 

Also Sunday, Israeli Police 
Minister Chaim Bar-Lev said 
Palestinians were behind wide- 
spread fires that have destroyed 
35,000 to 40,000 acres of forests 
and pastures since early May. 

He said several Palestinians 
have been detained, including 
two 18 and 19 years old from the 
village of Umm Ai Fahm who 
confessed to setting some of the 
blazes. Bar-Lev urged Israeli 
courts to impose heavy sentences 


“No doubt that it is part of the 
intifada and linked to what is 
happening in the (occupied) terri- 
tories and to Israeli Arabs,” he 
told Israel Radio. 

The daily Yediot Abronot 
newspaper said in a front-page 
report that the intifada was turn- 
ing into an “intefire.” It recalled 
last week's leaflet issued by the 
uprising's leaders who urged the 
Palestinians to “destroy and burn 
all the enemies' agricultural and 
industrial resources.” 

On Sunday, firemen battled 
fires near upper Nazareth, at 
Jerusalem’s suburb of Ramot, in 
the Bar Giora forest outside Jeru- 
salem, and around an Israeli 
weather station near Tel Aviv. 


Rifat reaffirms Jordan’s stand 
on peace conference, PLO role 


Jackson hits Dukakis 
over Jerusalem remark 


WASHINGTON (R) — Jesse 
Jackson, siding with the Reagan 
administration, Sunday criticised 
his Democratic presidential rival 
Michael Dukakis for saying foe 
United States should move the 
U.S. embassy in Israel to Jeru- 
salem. 

“Secretary (of State George) 
Shultz is correct and every Amer- 
ican president has taken that 
position, that moving the embas- 
sy to Jerusalem would not make 
Israel more secure,” Jackson said 
in a television interview. 

“It would not be security for 
Israel, nor justice for Palesti- 
nians, nor peace for both,” he 
said. 

Dukakis, who clinched the 
Democratic presidential nomina- 
tion in final primary elections last 
Tuesday, said the United States 
should move the U.S. embassy in 
Israel to Jerusalem from Tel Aviv 
in view of the Zionist state’s claim 
that Jerusalem is its capital. 

“If a nation decides a particular 
community within its borders is 
its capital, traditionally we have 
accepted it and l would do the 
same,” he said last week. 

“I ^aid that if that’s where 
(Israel) wants its capital, then as 
far as I'm concerned that's its 
capital.” 


Dukakis bad been more cau- 
tious in previous campaign state- 
ments, saying Jerusalem’s formal 
status had to be negotiated be- 
tween Israel and the Arab states. 

Historically, U.S. presidents 
have insisted that the American 
embassy be kept in Tel Aviv 
unless Arab states and Israel 
work out a peace agreement en- 
dorsing Israel's claim that Jeru- 
salem is its capital. 

Sbultz Friday called Dukakis's 
position “shocking." 

“It would ruin it (the peace 
effort). It would be a gigantic 
mistake, and it’s shocking that 
anyone would make such a prop- 
osal.” Sbultz said. 

He said Jerusalem was part of 
Israeli-occupied territory and its 
.final status must be negotiated 
between Israel and the Arab 
states. 

Jackson said a U.S. decision to 
move its embassy to Jerusalem 
would undercut the Mideast 
peace process. . 

“I would hope that be (Duka- 
kis) would take a comprehensive 
view of the Middle East and see 
that how we handle Jerusalem, 


LONDON (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Zaid Rifai has said 
that if an international peace 
conference is held on foe Mid- 
dle East Jordan will attend the 
forum as an independent, 
sovereign Arab state, which is a 
party to the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict. along with other Arab 
sides to ‘the conflict, including 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation <PLO) amf toe -five 
permanent members of the 
U.N. Security Council. 

In an interview published 
Sunday by the London-based 
AI Sbarq AI Awsat newspaper, 
the prime minister said Jordan's 
position was based on the pan- 
Arab stand towards political 
initiatives to settle the Palesti- 
nian problem and pointed out 
that His Majesty King Hussein 
had made this position very 
clear in his address to last 
week’s extraordinary Arab 
summit in Algiers. 

Rifai also noted that foe King 
reaffirmed Jordan's stand that 
it would oot be a substitute for 
foe PLO or the Palestinian peo- 
ple in peace negotiations and 
said the position was based on 
Jordan’s as well as the Arabs’ 
stand on foe Palestinian ques- 
tion. 



Zaid Rifai 

“When we are discussing the 
Middle East question, we are 
discussing the Palestinian prob- 
lem and the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict,” Sharq AI Awsat quoted 
Rifai as saying. “Therefore, 
Jordan, as an Arab state and 
one of the parties directly 
involved in foe conflict — and 
nor as the only party to the 
conflict — will take part in an 
international peace conference 
along the same principles,” foe 
prime minister was quoted as 
saying. 

“Jordan insists that the PLO 
should take part in any peace 


talks on an equal footing with | 
all other parties because the i 
PLO represents the Palestinian I 
dimension and foe Palestinian | 
people,” Rifai said. 1 

Replying to a question, Rifai I 
said the issue of the form ofi 
Palestinian participation was an | 
issue which could be agreed | 
upon after the United Nations 
secretary-general issues an in- 1 
vitation to the PLO to attend 
the proposed international con- i 
ference. 

The prime minister recalled 
that foe King, in his speech at 
foe Algiers summit, had reaf- 
firmed that Jordan supports foe 
PLO’s participation in the con- 
ference either as an indepen- 
dent delegation or a joint Arab 
delegation or whatever form 
that could be agreed upon and 
that would contribute to con- 
vening the conference. 

Rifai reiterated that foe con- 
ference should be not a ceremo- 
nial one that would prepare for 
direct Arab-Israeli negotia- 
tions. “It should have an effec- 
tive role in working towards 
and reaching a just and compre- 
hensive solution to the Palesti- 
nian problem,” the prime 

(Continued on page 5) 


Algeria signals change in 
stand on W. Sahara conflict 


ALGIERS (AP) — Algerian au- 
thorities, newly-reconciled with 
Morocco, for the first time 
assumed a carefully neutral post- 
ure Sunday in foe 12-year-old 
conflict over foe Western Sahara. 

A communique from foe ruling 
National Liberation Front’s polit- 
bureau recalled that the conflict 
remains unresolved despite the 


the West Bank and Gaza are part '[ reconciliation. But, it refrained 


of negotiating process and any 
unilateral move would undercut 
that process,” Jackson said. 


from its usual criticism of Moroc- 
co or its demands for foe frill 
independence of the disputed 


Tehran issues formal denial 
of reports Khomeini is ailing 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iran’s interior 
minister has denied a U.S. report 
that Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini was dying of cancer 
2nd said the 87-year-old revolu- 
tionary patriarch was “in perfect 
shape,” the official Islamic Re- 
public News Agency (XRNA) re- 
ported Sunday. 

The agency, monitored in 
Nicosia, quoted Ali Akbar 
Mcihtashemi as saying that he met 
Khomeini several days and that 
he was “now in perfect shape.” 

Western analysis believe that a 
power struggle within Tehran’s 
fradous beirarchy will intensify if 
Khomeini dies as the various fac- 
tions seek to seize control of the. 
Islamic revolution. 

Mohtasbemi said in an inter- 
view in Sunday's edition of Che 
English-language Tehran Times 
daily that the foreign media have 
been claiming for years that 
Khomeini's health was foiling. 

He charged that the latest re- 


port by the U.S. CBS television 
network was “a Zionist scheme.” 
CBS said Thursday that intelli- 
gence reports indicated that 
Khomeini “may now be very 
close to death.” 

Mohtasbemi, a hardliner link- 
ed with extremists holding fore- 
ign hostages in Lebanon, said the 
report could be seen as an Israeli- 
U.S. response to Khomeini's 
.appointment of Parliament 
Speaker Hasbemi Rafsanjam as 
acting commander-in-chief of 
Iran’s armed forces. 

Khomeini has long been re- 
ported to be in frail condition 
since he suffered a heart attack 
two years ago, touching off scores 
of reports he was dead or dying. 

There have also been uncon- 
firmed reports that be has cancer 
of the prostate. 

He was last seen in public May 
13, when he briefly shuffled into 
the street outside his heavily 
guarded home in the north 


Tehran suburb of Jamaran to 
vote in parliamentary elections. 

Khomeini named Rafsanjani, 
one of his closest aides, as milit- 
ary overlord in the wake of two 
battlefield defeats by Iraq in the 
Golf war. 

Khomeini held the post of com- 
mander-in-chief under Iran's re- 
volutionary constitution and had 
only relinquished it once before 
since 1979, when he appointed 
President Abdol Hassan Bani 
Sadr in 1980. 

Bani Sadr fled Iran a year later, 
hounded by radicals who consi- 
dered him too liberal. 

Khomeini’s appointment of 
Rafsanjani rekindled speculation 
that the aging patriarch's condi- 
tion was deteriorating. 

Khomeini has appeared fragile 
and slow-moving in bis few recent 
public appearances broadcast by- 
Iran’s state-run television, also 
monitored in Nicosia. 


territory. 

Meeting to consider the out- 
come of last week's Arab summit 
conference in Algiers, the nine- 
member potitbureau reiterated 
foe long-standing Algerian com- 
mitment to a “just and definitive 
settlement" of the dispute. But, 
for the first time, if did not 
explicitly endorse foe Polisario 
movement’s bitter campaign 
against foe Moroccan annexation 
of foe mineral-rich territory. 

Diplomats in the Algerian 
capital reported some progress in 
foe past few days toward foe 
integration of the Western Sahara 
into a future Moroccan federal 
state. 

Morocco, claiming traditional 
tribal links going back at least 
1,000 years, annexed foe 266,000- 
square-kilometre former Spanish 
colony following Spain's with- 
drawal in 1975. 

Algeria gave foe Polisario un- 
restricted military, logistical and 
political backing and allowed the 
guerrillas to attack Morocco from 


Algerian sanctuaries where the 
Moroccans could not strike back 
without risking war. 

The two states broke relations 
and remained in a state of armed 
confrontation for 12 years. De- 
spite the massive Algerian aid. 
the guerrillas foiled to gain any 
meaningful foothold in the dis- 
puted territory. 

Their only success was on the 
political front, where they won 
diplomatic recognition from some 
60 Third World nations. 

On May 16, Algeria and 
Morocco abruptly announced the 
restoration of diplomatic and 
“fraternal" relations. King Has- 
san received a tumultuous public 
welcome when he came to 
Algiers for foe first time in 15 
years Tuesday to attend the Arab 
summit. 

A Polisario diplomat was 
evicted when he gatecrashed a 
banquet given for Hassan by 
Algerian President Chadli Ben- 
jedid. 


Our new look... 

With today's issue, the Jordan Times introduces some changes hi 
layout and graphics. The front page has been sBghtfy redesigned to 
accommodate more late-breaking news Tories from around the ! 
world, while the beadBne typefaces for the entire newspaper have , 
frees standardised using only two typefaces, with then italic' 
derivatives. We hope the new hokwUI make the newspaper easier to \ 
read, and we would welcome any comments fount readers on the j 
content or layout of the newspaper. We Intend to mate some more 
changes in the near future, including a redesigned daily guide, a new 
business and economics daily guide, regular features on domestic 
and international travel, and an expanded, separate section on daily 
cultural l sports and other events ft i Jordan, which wiB run on the 
national news pages. 

. — foe editor 
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General view of the holy city of Jerusalem with the Dome of the Rock (right) dominaticg the rity’s old quarter (Fife photo) 


AI Quds — holy city. 


unholy occupation 


Mariam Shahin inter- 
views Rouhi AI Khatib. 
the last elected Arab 
mayor of the occupied 
city of Jerusalem 

AL QUDS “the holy*' is the 
Arabic name for Jerusalem, it 
brings to mind the name the 
Canaanites gave the city when it 
was their capital more than 4000 
years ago. They called it saiem 
which means peace. For over 
fourty centuries the name Jeru- 
salem has been synonymous with 
peace. What has happened to the 
holy city of peace? 

The question of Jerusalem, its 
legal status, the endless discus- 
sions on its internationalisation, 
the respect or lack of it, being 
shown to its numerous holy 
places, the rights (including the 
right of return) of the Arab resi- 
dents of the city and of course the 
effects that the six month old 
“intifada 1 ’ has had on the city and 
its residents, were discussed with 
Rouhi AI Khatib, the exiled Arab 
mayor of Jerusalem. A Coptic 
priest visiting Jordan from Jeru- 
salem was also present at the time 
the Jordan times interviewed Mr. 
Khatib. The priest highlighted 
the problems of bis religious com- 
munity in Jerusalem. 

History has recorded that Jeru- 
salem has been the capital of the 
holy land for 6,000 years. In the 
Old Testament, (Genesis 14:18- 
19). the Bible tells that the city 
was thirty centuries old when it 
was captured by the Israelites 
under David in the 10th century 
B.C. Jerusalem is, therefore, at 
least- four thousand years old. It 
was the capita] of the Canaanite 
kingdom, as well as the centre 
of monotheistic worship, in 
the days of Abraham. The ear- 
liest known reference to it is 
contained in Egyptian records, 
some of which indicate that it was 
a tributary to Egypt in 14th cen- 
tury B.C. Contrary to 20th cen- 
tury popular belief in the Western 
world, it is known and 
documented (Frank C. Sakran's 
Whose Jerusalem) that the 
ancient kingdom of Israel did not 
recognise Jerusalem as a holy 
city, and its people did not go 
there to worship. 

Since the turn of the 20th cen- 


tury Jerusalem has passed 
through several phases, according 
to Khatib: 

The first phase saw world Jew- 
ry prepare to infiltrate into Pales- 
tine in general and Jerusalem in 
particular. This became official 
Zionist policy at the Basle confer- 
ence in 1897 under Theodor 
Herd. 

With the Balfour Declaration 
of 1917, the British government 
subsequently ignored and re- 
neged it's previous undertakings 
and assurances to its Arab allies 
led by the late King Hussein Ibn 
Ali during World War 1. 

The second phase, (1918- 
1948): During this period of Brit- 
ish mandate in Palestine, the 
British government did every- 
thing it could to create a home- 
land for the Jews in Palestine. 

A programme of massive Jew- 
ish immigration and settlement in 
Palestine was implemented 
through force by the British gov- 
ernment. The programme also 
received moral and material sup- 
port from the so-called German 
reparations funds which were ex- 
torted by the Zionist movement 
from a guilt-ridden Germany. 
Hie powerful Zionist lobby in the 
United States, with its disprop- 
ortionate influence on the for- 
mulation of foreign policy also 
played a major role in supporting 
the programme. The Jewish 
population in Palestine subse- 
quently increased from 56.000 in 
1918 to 650,000 in 1948. 

.As far as the city of Jerusalem 
was concerned, this rapid demog- 
raphic transformation was even 
more phenomenal. The Jewish 
population of Jerusalem in- 
creased from 10.000 or 10 per 
cent of the city's population in 
1918 to 100,000 or about 50 per 
cent by 1948. 

Land ownership by the Jewish 
residents of Jerusalem increased 
from 4 per cent to 14 per cent 
during the British mandate. This 
increase was due largely to leg- 
islation enacted by the British 
mandatory government, which 
violated the terms of the mandate 
by which they ruled as well as the 


universal declaration of human 
rights. 

The third phase, which lasted 
from 1948-1967, began with the 
establishment of the Jewish state 
and that resulted in the expulsion 
of over one million Arab Palesti- 
nians from their homeland. 
Palestinian land, houses and 
many other possessions were 
appropriated by the state of Israel 
and were used to settle hundreds 
of thousands of Jewish immig- 
rants. 

In the course of the fighting 
that took place in 1948, the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
retained the eastern part of Jeru- 
salem including the ancient wal- 
led city together with the Christ- 
ian and Muslim holy places. 

60.000 refugees fled to what had 
now became the “other side”, 
Jerusalem, like Beilin, had been 
divided. The Israeli occupied sec- 
tor of the city comprised 80 per 
cent of the municipal area of 
Jerusalem. The Arabs of Jeru- 
salem both Muslim and Christian 
were thus dispossesed of their 
homes and possessions, made re- 
fugees in their own country and 
never allowed to return. 

The Jewish population of Jeru- 
salem increased from 100.000 to 

190.000 and Jewish possesion of 
increased from 14 per cent to 73 
per cenL 

The fourth phase, which began 
in 1967. was marked by the 
occuption of the remainder of 
Arab Palestine, which included 
the Gaza Strip, the ^est Bank 
and east Jerusalem. It was during 
this final phase that a systematic 
Judaisation of Jerusalem took 
place. The methods used were a 
mixture of militaiy. terroristic, 
legislative and administrative me- 
asures, carried out in total disre- 
gard to the Geneva conventions, 
die universal declaration of hu- 
man rights and United Nations 
resolutions. 

Rouhi AI Khatib recalls, "I 
personally witnessed the first nine 
months after the occupation of 
the eastern sector of Jerusalem 
before my expulsion from the dty 
to Amman on March 7, 1968. 


Subsequent information gathered 
from documented accounts con- 
veyed to me by responsible Arab 
bodies and citizens of Jerusalem, 
as well as reports in papers and 
magazines enabled me to remain 
fully aware of the current situa- 
tion in Jerusalem. Khatib listed 
the following as Israel's most 
outstanding of violations against 
the occupied city and its Arab 
inhabitants: 

— After the 1967 battle for 
Jerusalem, the Israeli occupation 
forces terrorised the civilian 
population of Jerusalem by con- 
tinuous fire from air and ground, 
deliberately killing about 300 civi- 
lians and causing another 5,000 to 
flee. “This was after the fighting 
bad stopped.” 

— Four days after hostilities 
ceased, the Israeli army brought 
in bulldozers and demolished all 
the buildings of the Maghrabi 
quarter of die old city and ren- 
dered 135 Arab families homeless 
fefugees. Another 24 buildings 
and a plastic factory adjacent to 
the Armenian quarter were also 
demolished at the same time, 
depriving another 300 inhabitants 
and the workers of the factory of 
their homes and their livelihood. 

— Israel announced the 
annexation of the Arab sector of 
the city, "unifying” it, with the 
western sector and declaring it 
the “eternal capital of Israel, in 
flagrant violation of the Geneva 
convention and the universal dec- 
laration of human rights. 

— The dissolution of the 
elected Arab municipal council of 
Jerusalem and the subsequent ex- 
pulsion of the Arab mayor of the 
city to Amman on March 7, 1968. 

— The demolition of 640 build- 
ings, including a girls school and 
two mosques inside and outside 
the walls of the city, and of course 
the expulsion of the inhabitants 
of these buildings, which num- 
bered 6,000. 

— As a result of illegal 
archaeological excavations, 14 
historic buildings either collapsed 
or were severely damaged and 
had to subsequently be bulldozed 
and demolished by the occupying 


Israeli forces. 

— The burning of the AI Aqsa 
Mosque on August 21. 1969. 

— Repeated and continued 
attacks against Christian churches 
in Jerusalem, including the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre and 
the Coptic convent. The sus- 
tained pressure by the Israeli 
authorities on the Christian cler- 
gy to sell or to agree to long-term 
leases of lands owned by Christ- 
ian churches of various de- 
nominations. 

— Subjecting Arab business- 
men, craftsmen and companies in 
the city to the provisions of Israeli 
tax and commercial laws and 
Israeli municipal laws and regula- 
tions contrary to the resolutions' 
of the Security Council and the 
Geneva conventions. 

— Preventing around 20,000 
Arab citizens of the city, who 
were absent during the fighting in 
June 1967. from returning to their 
homes and confiscating their 
properties. 

— Changing the Arabic or his- 
torical names of many of the main 
streets and public squares of the 
Arab sector of the city to Israeli 
names in their attempt to change 
the character of the city. 

— Dismantling of the water 
pumps installed by the Arab 
municipality of Jerusalem, re- 
moving these pumps to the Israeli 
sector of the city and connecting 
the water network of the occu- 
pied Arab sector to the Israeli 
water supply network, thus mak- 
ing Jerusalem Arabs dependent 
on Israeli water. 

— Promoting Jewish immigra- 
tion and settlement in Jerusalem. 
Preventing the return of the Arab 
citizens, as well as the settlement 
of any other Arabs in the greater 
Jerusalem area. As a result of this 
discriminatory policy, the num- 
ber of Jewish residents in Jeru- 
salem had been artificially in-, 
creased to over 300.000 as com- 
pared with about 100.000 Arab 
inhabitants, a ratio 75 per cent 
Jews to 25 per cent Arabs, and a 
complete reversal of the propor- 
tion which prevailed at the begin- 


ning of the British mandate in 
Palestine in 1918 when the Arab 
population was 75 per. cent and 
the Jewish population was 25 per 
cent. 

— Permitting Israeli owners of 
property in the Arab sector of the 
city to claim back their properties 
after the while denying the same 
right to the Arab owners in the 
Israeli sector. Arab properties in 
west Jerusalem are still confis- 
cated and their Arab owners are 
still considered absentees. 

— The number of Christian 
residents in Jerusalem has de- 
clined from about 30.000 before 
the Arab-lsraeli war in 1948, to 
about 18,000 before the Arab- 
Israeli war in 1967 and now 
stands at about 12,000. 

Rouhi AI Khatib recalls that it 
was "unfortunate for the Arabs 
of Palestine, the United Nations, 
under the influence of the Amer- 
ican administration was manipu- 
lated on Nov. 29, 1947, to pass a • 
resolution which that partitioned 
Palestine. 

That resolution called for- the 
partition of Palestine into three 
parts: 

1) A pan for a Jewish state 
with an area of 56.35 per cent of 
the total area of Palestine (land 
ownership by Jews at that time 
did not exceed 5.66 per cent). 

2) A part for an Arab state with 
an area of 43 per cent of the total 
area of Palestine. 

3) An international sector com- 
prising Jerusalem with its Arab 
and Jewish population and three 
small cities, TEN Arab villages 
and two Jewish settlements. The 
area of the sector was put at 0.56 
per cent of the total area of 
Palestine and its population at 

250.000 of w hom 59 per cent were 
Arabs. 40 per cent Jews and 1 per 
cent foreigners. 

The truce agreement signed in 
1949 did not only confirm the 
division of Palestine, but also of 
Jerusalem for the first time in 

6.000 years. 

Khatib recalls that "the Arab 
population of Palestine refused to 


accept the partition. _ Eversince 
the U.N. General Assembly re- 
solution of Nov. 29, 1947, the 
Arabs of Palestine have refused 
the partition of their country and 
the internationalisation of Jeru- 
salem. There are several reasons 
for this. Hie resolution violated 
the former League of Nations 
mandate over Palestine. There- 
fore the United Nations was not 
entitled by any power or author- 
ity to divide Palestine. This 
makes the U.N. resolution void. 
It is an unlawful resolution and 
remains so.” 

Khatib adds that “the mere 
idea of accepting resolutions of 
partition and internationalisation 
is rejected by the Arabs of Pales- 
tine because it means giving up 
part of their homeland. The fact 
that the holy places exist in Jeru- 
salem does not justify by any 
means, the internationalisation of 
that city or the deprivation of its 
people of their national 
sovereignty.” 

But how to safeguard Arab 
property in Jerusalem? 

“Concerning property own- 
ership of people in Jerusalem, 
awqaf may be able to assist. In 
1948 many properties that be- 
longed to awqaf in west Jeru- 
salem were frozen, and the Israeli 
authorities put these properties 
under the authority of a “custo- 
dian”. Because of their religious 
status the Israeli government has 
found it more difficult, in the 
past, to appropriate properties of 
the awqaf. 

“In order to turn over land/ 
property to the awqaf there are 
many steps that must be taken: 1) 
land registration with the Israeli 
authorities: 2) payment of a 
transfer tax; 3) proof that the 
property belongs to the owner; 4) 
absent owners must appoint legal 
attorneys; 5) property taxation 
must be payed to the Israeli 
government. 

“It should be made clear that 
even turning over ones property 
to the awqaf does not guarantee 
that the Israelis will not take it, it 
is merely an attempt to safeguard 


what is still in Arab hands.” < 
Building restrictions imposed ‘ - 
by Israel on the Arab community 
were portrayed well by the case 
of the Coptic church. 

According to the visiting Cop- - 
tic priest, who declined to- be/ 
further identified: “The Coptic 
church has been trying intensively ‘ 
to get a building permit in order 
to build a Coptic school for the 
last 12 years. The church owns 12 
dunums of land not far from the: 
church. We had received permas-I 
sion from the Jordanian author- 
ities to build a school on this lantK 
before the war of 1967. After the-’ ; f 
war we waited for several years 
expecting that Arab rule will re-- 
turn. When we realised that this ■ 
may take some time we derided - 
to proceed with our buildipg^ 
plans. - . , 

“Since we began trying to get * 
the permit in 1976, every year the • 
Israeli authorities come up with 
new objections or prerequisites.’ 
One year they told us we can’t 
build higher than 4.5 metre, 
which meant a one story building.' 
Then we were told that rfia^’. 
property is larger . than two- 
dunums the Israeli government 
takes the rest. We are still nego-1- 
dating. We have not given up. in*' 
our quest to receive permission 
but we cannot afford to com- 
promise because we may have to 
live with what we get for a long' 
time to come.” 

“We used to be busy with all. 
these issues. Now everything has - ; - 
been overshadowed by the upris- 
ing,” says Khatib. “But people 
are suffering from unemploy- 
ment. and the closure of schools 
and universities. Continuous cur- 
fews have disrupted normal life. 
The aggressive Israeli attitudes 
against merchants has been parti- 
cularly harsh, it is merchantile . 
middle class that has been among 
the hardest hit. The lack of prop- ; 
er transportation from one place • 
to another has been a major; 
problem as well as shortages of 
food commodities. The ban on 
money transfers chat exceed JD. 

400 can be overcome by sending 
money with foreigners or by 
sending them to individual 
accounts, each transfer being in 
the amount of JD 400. There are 
four branches of the Cairo- Am- 
in an Bank in the West Bank. • 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 77 J 1 11-19 

PROGRAMME ONE 

15J8 Koran 

15:59 Programme review 

15=55 . .... CaniM'ns 

14:25 Children's programmes 

1(k 55 AI Manahel [children’s educa- 
tional programmes) 

17:25 Children's programme 

17:55 Educational programme 

18:25 Local senes 

19:20 Local programme 

19:45 Programme review 

20:00 News in Arabic 

28:35 Arabic series 

2!: 18 Programme review 

22HI5 Local programme 

13:00 News summary in Arabic 

PROGRAMME TWO 


18:00 

19:00 

19:15 

19:30 

20:00 

20:30 

21:10 

22:0» 

22:20 


Un tableau Au Solid 
. News m French 

Weekly Spnn magaerne 

News in I Icbrew 

.. News in Arabic 
.. Perfect Strangers 

Scsis'i Army 

News m English 

Feature Him •‘Draw'' 


RADIO JORDAN 

.*„« KHz. AM i Mlk. FM 
Ji panh Li/i KHz. $W 
Tel: 774 111-19 


07:00 . 

Light Music 

07:30 

Ncwsdcsk 

08:00 . 

Momma Show 

10:00 . 

News Summary 

16:0$ . 

Just j Minute 

I1HM 

• Good Vibrations 

I1J0 

Readmes 

12:00 • 

News Summon 

12:05 .. 

PopScy.tun 

13:00 . 

NcwsSummatv 

13*15 .. 

Pop Session Cuntd 

14:00 

New, Bulletin 

14:30 

Special Feature 

JSrOti ., 

Coiu.cn Hum 

16*10 

News Summitry 

lo*>5 . 

Instrumem.»ls 

16:30 .. 

.... Old F js nutites 

17:00 

Young Sound 

17:30 . 

Pop Session 

18:00 . 

NcwsSummars 

t8:«5 .. 

Sports Roundup 

18:30 . 


19:00 .. 

News Desk 

19:30 

Date with a Star 

20:00 .. 


21:00 . 

News Summary 

21:05 

. Evening Show Csmtd. 

22:00 .. 

News Summary 

22:05 .. 

. . Evening Show Gmiinucd 

23:00 ... 

News Summary 


23:05 Evening Show Continued 

24:00 Close Down 

BBC WORLD SERVICE 

ftW. 72(1. I.V5 KHz 

07:60 Ncwsdcsk 07 JO Behind the Waif 
07:45 Reflections 67:50 Waveguide 
03:00 World New;. 08:09 24 Hours: 
News Summary 88:38 Nature Note- 
book 08:45 Recording of the Week 
09:00 Ncwsdcsk 09:30 Six Cities (040 
World News 1049 24 Hours: News 
Summarv 18:30 Can Communism 
Cope? I f 40 World News 1149 Reflec- 
tion s 11:15 Behind the Wall 1131 
Anything Goes 1240 World News 
1249 British Press Review 12:15 Good 
Books 12=39 Financial News followed 
by Sports Roundup 12:45 Peebles' 
Choice 1340 News Summary followed 
hv Six Cities 13:38 The Vintage Chan 
Show 1448 World News 1449 News 
About . Britain 14:15 Tech Talk I4J0 
The Ken Bruce Show 1540 Radio 
Newsreel 15:15 Brain of Britain 1988 
f5:45 Sports Round-Up 1040 World 
News 1649 24 Hours: News Summary 
16:30 Anything Goes 1740 Outlook, 
opening with 5-mimilc News 17:45 
Future Imperfect 1840 Radio News- 
reel 18:15 Sportsworld 18:45 The 
Seven Ages of Man 1940 Wurfd News 
1949 Commentary 19:15 Squaring the 
Triangle 1 9:38 The A-Z of Hollywood 
1*45 The World Todav 20:06 World 
News 2049 Book Choice 20:15 The 
Jesuits 20:45 Sports Round-up 2140 
Ncwsdcsk 21 JO Mult it rack 1: Top 20 
22:00 Outlook . opening with News 
Summary 22:39 Outlook cuntd. 22:45 
Peebles' Choice 2340 World News 
23:09 Twenty-Fours: News Summary 
23:30 Sports fniemaiional 24:00 News 
Summary followed hv Network UK 
00:15 This Particular Place 00-JO The 
Vintage Chan Show 0140 World News 


VOICE OF AMERICA 

MW fJritt & SW 72141. *565. 11740. 
11*25 and I am Hz 

07:00 News 07: 10 Newsline 07:30 VOA 
Morning 08:00 News 08:18 Newsline 
0V JO VOA Morning 1740 News 17:10 
Newsline 17:30 Music USA 18:00 
News 18:10 Focus 18 JO Special En- 
glish News & Features 19:00 News 
19:10 Newsline 19:30 Magazine Show 
2040 News 20:10 Focus 20:30 Special 
English News & Features 21:00 News 
11:16 Newsline America 21 JO Music 
USA 2240 News & Editorial 22:15 
Music USA Jazz 2340 News 23:10 
World Report 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 


* Permanent book exhibition, at 
Tower Budding. Jabal Amman. 3rd 
Circle. 

* A permanent exhibition of plastic 
art by 27 Arab artists at the Plaza 
Hotel. 

* An art exhibition by Tawfiq Yahya 
at the French Cultural Centre. 

* An exhibition of Arabian Calligra- 
phy by Dr. Sami Nasib Mkarcm at Alia 
Art Gallery. 

* Sketches by Abdul Named Jundi. 
The Royal Cultural Centre at IlhUU 
a.m. 

☆ An art exhibition by Horst Janssen 
at the L' Diversity of Science and Tech- 
nology. lrbid. 

FILM 


* "Clementine Tango” 20 hra. French 
Cultural Centre. 


LECTURE 


"Early Village Life": Patterns ol 
Neolithic Community and Household 
Organisation” by Dr. Brian Byrd of 
Arizona University. 7 p.m.. Dept, of 
Antiquities. 


CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cultural Centre .. Tel. 661026/7 

American Centre 644371 

American Centre library Ml 520 

British Council *36147/8 

French Cultural Centre 637009 

Godhc Institute 611993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 624049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 63*777 

Haya Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth Cit* 067181/6 

Y.W.C.A 641793 

Y.W.M.A 664251 

Amman Municipal Library 6371 1 1 

Lhiiv of Jordan Library 843555 


SERVICE CLUBS 


Tbe Amman Lions Club. Meetings 
every first and third Wednesday at the 
Regency Palace Hotel. 7:30 p m. 
Lions Philadelphia Club. Meetings ev- 
ery second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel. 7:30 p.m. 
Philadelphia Rotary Club. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
1:JU p.m. 

Rotary Club. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel. 2.U0 
p.m. 

Royal AntomobUe Chib. Jabal Am- 
man. Eighth Circle. Tel. 816534. 
817534 


CHURCHES 


St. Joseph Chorda (Roman Catholic I 
Jabal Amman. Tel. 624590. 

Church of the AnanadatJon (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweihdeh. Tel. 
637440. 

Dr la SaBt Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. Tel. b6l75/. 
Terrasanta Church (Roman Catholic). 
Jabal Luweibdch. mass in Italian lan- 
guage. meet every Saturday at 5J0 
p.m. Tel: 62236b 

Church of the Annundatum (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali. Tel. 623541. 
Anglican Church [Church of the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman. Tel. 625383. 
chaplain's residence tel. b0)359 
Armenian Catholic Church Ashrafich. 
Tel 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashra- 
fieh. Tel. 775261. 

St. Ephraim Church (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) Ashrafich. Tel. 771751. 

Amman Interna bona) Church (Inlcr- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in ShfflCisatU, Tel. 
677534. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church (Church 
of tbe Good Shepherd! Amman. Ara- 
bic Service: Sunday 1 pm. Res. N 
Sour 811295. 

Rainbow Congregation (meets at the 
Good Shepherd's Church) 
Interdenominational -ixnimcnial En- 
glish Service: Saturday 6:30 p.m Tel 
822605. Rev. Vdi. 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints fMoniMfii Tel. 815817. 
821264 


QUEEN ALU 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment al the Queen Alia International 
Airport Tel. (OS I 532U0-5. when it 
should always be verified. 

ARRIVAI 9 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1} 


10*9 

10:10 


10--20 

I0J0 

10:40 


10:45 

10:45 


16:45 


17:45 


I8J0 


I8J5 

18:45 


19:15 


02:1ft 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

10:20 


13:00 


13:20 

13:20 


14:35 

Kuwait 1KU) 

20:15 

12:30 

Beirut (ME) 

Baghdad (AF) 

DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 

07:45 


11:45 
12:08 
12 JO 
12:45 

Bucharest IRJ) 

Vienna. New York t RJ) 

.... Frankfurt. Copenhagen t RJ) 
Vienna. Chicago. Lw "Angeles 
(RJ) 

I3J0 

26:40 


28:45 


28:50 

21:00 

21:10 

Ahu Dhabi (RJ) 

21:15 
21 J8 

Jeddah ( RJ ) 

2IJ0 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

06 JO 
89:15 
11:10 

Beirut IMEA) 

14:08 


14.-05 



14 JO Bahrain ( OF) 

15:35 Kuwait I Kll ) 

01:30 Pans | AFt 


PRAYER TIMES 


03:45 Fajr 

05:— I Sunrise! Duha 

L2J6 Dhuhr 

16:18 Asr 

19:49 Maghreb. 

21:26 Isha 


MONEY EXCHANGE 

Sunday rates 

Local acll'buv talcs in fib 


Belgian franc 1 for HI) ..... 

.. 90.2/ 

100.2 

Dutch guilder 

. 154.9/ 

186.7 

French franc 

61.4/ 

62 

Italian lira t far IWM 

. 27.9/ 

28.2 

Japanese vendor IU0) .... 

283.1/ 

286.6 

Swedish crown 

. 59.5/ 

W.l 

Swiss franc 

249.2' 

251.7 

U.K. sterling pound 

.. ftW 

653.5 

U.S dollar 

355.1 

359.2 

W Gorman mark 

207 5/ 

2)»6 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Mcftivufocv. 

A gradual decrease in temperature is 
expected, with north-westerly winds, 
becoming strong at limes. In Aqaba, n 
would be dusty, with southerly moder- 
ate winds and Calm seas 


Amman 

Aqaba ’ 

Deserts . 

Jordan Valley 


Min. /m ax. temp. 

21/31 

27 i 37 

22/36 

23 / 3t» 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
rrurn jJ. Aqaba 40. Humidity reading: 
Amman 25 per cent. Aqaba 26 per 
cent. 


EMERGENCIES 


Amman govcrnoralc 891228 

Amman Civil Defence 198. 199 

Civil Defence lrbid . . 271293. 273131 

Civil Defence Ouwcismch 770733 

Civil Defence Deir Alla 57306 

Ambulance 193.775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade... 198 

First aid 630341 

Blood Bank 778303 

Civil Defence rescue 661 1 1 1 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

Police rescue |92. 621 1 1 1, 637777 

Police headquarters. 639141 

Traffic police 896390/1 

Electric Power Co. 63638 1 /4. 62488 1 
Municipal water complaints 771 1 25/8 
Oucen Alia 1ml. Airport 108)53330/60 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Ibrahim Abu Q*>ura 

•Dr. Dawoud AI Obaidi 
Dr. Mohammad AI Aiam ... 

Dr. Bahjat Badr 

Firas pharmacy 

Fcrdows pharmacy 

AJ Ascma pharmacy 

Nairoukh pharmacy 

AI Sal am pharmacy 

Yacoub pharmacy 

Shmcbani pharmacy 

TAXIS: 

Ahram taxi 

Zatdtaxj 

Khayyam taxi .. 

Cairo taxi ’’ 

Jordan tan 

Kurd? taxi 


. 74U996 
79036? 
. 894184 
.849362 
.661912 
.778336 
.637055 
623672 
. 636730 
644945 
. 637660 


663911 

664476 

641541 

819157 

623050 

841309 


HOSPITALS 


Hussein Medical Centro 813813/32 

Khafidi Maternity. J Amn... 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity, J. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhus.J. Amman 636(40 

Palestine. Shmcisani 6MI7I/4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131. 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

Tbe Islamic. Abdali (*6127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664|t»4/fj 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. J. AshrafR-h 775111/26 

Army. Marka 891t>llH5 

Queen Alia Hospital 60224(1/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 


1RB1D: 

Dr. Marwan Hahhah . 
AI Sharaa' pharmacy . 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Mufeed Damra .. 
Khalifch pharmacy .. 


- < — I 
275825 


985522 

9*5417 


general 

Jordan Television 77 

Jordan j jt] 

Ministry of Tourism ' 

Hotel complaints .■ 

Price complaints 
Telephone Information ..." " 
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MARKET PRICES 


Uppcr/towcr price 

Apple (French) 

Apricot 

Banana 

Banana (Mukammar) .. 

Beans 

Cabbage .. . 

Carrot 

Cauliflower 

Cherry 

Corn 

Cucumbers 

Eggplant (large) 

Eggplant (small) 

Garik 

Grapes 


in lift per ke 

400 / 360 

750 / 650 

320 / 280 

• .. ?7U / 22o 

520 / 420 

110/ 8tj 

— 120/ 80 
•• 150/120 

• . IKK) / 80 H 
... .. 100/ 70 

150/120 

• .. 220/170 

230/ |7y 

320 / 280 

750/600 


Lemon (yellow) .. 
Lemon (green) .... 

Mallow 

Marrow 

Onion (dry) 

Oranges (local) 

Okra 

Peaches - 

Pepper (hot) ...Z] 
Pepper (sweet) 

Plum 

Potato 

Strawberry ~ 

Tomatoes 

Watermelon ... 
Sweeimclon 


.. 500/450- 

- 400/350 - 
100/ 7U 

. noy jse r 
... 90/ 60. ‘ 
.. 320 / 280'.:'- 
550/450/ 

■ 750/650 

- 380/ 320., 

- 450 / 350': 

- 350 /300'i- 

.. 150 iKJO, 

i ioo7 looa"; 

11)0 / *70* 
... 907:60V 
150/ 120 
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National News 

.Symposium discusses 
crime prevention 


AMMAN f Petra) — Under die 
patronage of His RoyaJ Highpess 
Crown Prince Hassan, the Re- 
gent a symposium on crime in 
the Jordanian society, its reasons 
and ’management, was held Sun- 
day at the Royal Cultural iCen ere. 

Addressing the symposium, 
which was organised by Ministry 
of Awqaf and Islamic' Affairs, 
were the ministry’s director of 
Preaching and Counselling De- 
^ partment Ahmad/ Hilayyel 
Mohammad Barhourp, teacher of 
sociology at the ' University of 
Jordan, Moiutmmh# Al Farkh, 
psychiatrist. Coir Noureddin 
Kheir from the Public Security 
Department and Mohammad A! 
Raghmi, director, of the Ministry 
of Awqafs Documentation De- 
partment. 

In their speeches, the speakers 
reviewed the criminal situation in 
Jordan, reasons of crimes, size of 
the problem and means of com- 
batting it. 

They pointed out that the 
crime rate has dropped dramati- 


cally last year. 

they noted that the number of 
crimes com mined in 1987 was 
J8J29 compared with J 9,579, 
thus achieving a decrease of 7.4 
per cent. 

They also said that crime in 
Jordan has not reached the stage 
of organised crime, despite using 
more developed methods in car- 
rying them out. 

Participants in the symposium 
also highlighted the role of fami- 
ly, social institutions and the va- 
rious official institutions in edu- 
cating people on crimes and 
means of countering them. 

Speakers stressed that adher- 
ence to the Islamic teachings and 
the practical and careful transla- 
tion of such teachings is the best 
remedy for the crime. 

Taking part in the symposium 
were Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
Minister Sheikh Abdul .Aziz A] 
Khayyat, director of the Royal 
Cultural Centre and a large num- 
ber of preachers. 


Jordanian-Turkish 
* committee to meet 


AMMAN,' (Petra, J.T.) — The 
Jordanian-Turkish Committee on 
Tourism will hold a meeting in 
Ankara on June 20 to discuss 
meads of promoting bilateral 
cooperation in tourism. Jordan's 
delegation to the four-day /meet- 
ing will be led by the country's 
ambassador to Turkey. 

Another Jordanian-Turkish 


meeting took place in Ankara 
early last January when officials 
and specialists in transit and 
transport operations met to dis- 
cuss an agreement regulating and 
organising operations between 
Jordan and Turkey. The three- 
day meeting came in the wake of 
a protocol signed by the two 
countries on normalising econo- 
mic and trade cooperation. 


University of Jordan 
staff receive awards 


AMMAN (Petra) — Five Uni- 
versity of Jordan jtaff members 
won the Abdul Hamid Shocnan 
competition awards for 1987, for 
their remarkable work in 
4 ^ pharmacy, anaesthetics, 
mathematics, botany and physics. 

An announcement here' said 
that the awards went to Dr. 
Walid Turk, dean of the Faculty 
of Pharmacy. Dr. Omar Shahin; 
associate professor at the Faculty 
of Medicine. Dr. Adnan A wad; 

i ' «. i 


associate professor of the 
Mathematics Department at the 
Faculty of Sciences, Dr. Tawfiq 
Mustafa: assistant professor at 
the Faculty of Agriculture and 
Dr. Naser Saleh from the Physics 
Department. 

All the winners had had exten- 
sive research work in their fields 
of specialisation and wrote a 
number of books about their re- 
search and subsequent findings. 


NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 
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TIES WITH SINGAPORE; Jordan and Singapore has decided to 
establish diplomatic relations between them at the level of non- 
resident ambassadorial level, according to an official announcement 
Sunday, inorher announcement by the cabinet said that the council 
Of ministers has endorsed the Water Authority of Jordan's table of 
appointments of employees, as well as new jobs and projects for 
1988. Tie cabinet also appointed Ayed Eid AJ Sharaa as Mayor of 
Buweida. a town in the Ramtha district. 

NIMR MEETS DUTCH ENVOY: Foreign Ministry Secretary 
General Nabih Al Nirair Sunday discussed means of developing 
bilateral relation with the Dutch Ambassador to Jordan Gerben 
Meihuizen. They also ‘exchanged views on a number of issues of 
interest to the region and the efforts made by rhe Dutch government to 
support our kinsmen in the occupied Arab territories. 

OMANI DELEGATION: A delegation of students from Sultan 
Qaboos University in Oman visited the University of Jordan Sunday 
and met with its president Abdul Salam Al Majali. The delegation 
was briefed on the university’s development and programmes. They 
later.toured the campus where they met with students and teachers. 
On Saturday Jordan University of Science and Technology President 
Dr. Kamel Ajlotini received the delegation and explained the 
university's development and its future plans. 

MA’AN SEWERAGE: The Governor of Ma'an Sunday discussed 
with the city major and other officials the steps that have been taken 
so far "in carrying out the sewerage network and looked into the 
means to overcome the obstacles facing the smooth implementation 
of the project 1 

WORKS OF. STUDENTS: An exhibition, displaying the work of 
students at the local vocational training centre, opened here Sunday. 
Balqa Governor Mijhem Khreisa who attended the opening cere- 
mony said that the centre was opened in 1984 to offer training in 
carpentry, auto mechanics, refrigeration, air conditioning and other 
trades. The exhibition will remain open to the public for five days. 

CHILD. CARE: A training course for housewives opened at the 
Shobak society for social development Sunday to give local women 
instruction? on caring.fbr children. The week-long course, organised 
in cooperation with the Queen Alia Social Welfare Fund, is attended 
by 20 locri women. 

EXPORTS TO IRAQ: Industry. Trade and Supply Minister Hamdi 
Tabba’a Sunday discussed with a delegation From Amman Chamber 
of Industry issues pertaining to Jordanian exports' to Iraq and decided 
to set up a committee, headed by the ministry’s secretary general to 
draw up the final lists of items to be exported in preparation for 
submitting them to the Traqi side. 

OLIVE OIL PRICES: Industry, Trade and Supply Minister Hamdi 
Tabba’a Sunday fixed the price of 18 kilogramme local olive oil from 
the ministry's warehouses at JD 18. The three kilogramme plastic 
gallon will be sold at JD 3.900 from the minisrry’s warehouses and at 
JD 4.000 for consumers. The one-litre gallon will be sold to 
consumers at JD 1.360. The new prices take effect as of Sunday. 




Gold swindler nabbed 


ZARQA (J.T.) — A man was 
apprehended in Zarqa after 
vying jo sell fake bracelets to a 
local citizen who reported the 
matter to the police.' 

A report in Al Ra'i Arabic 
daily said that the man, identified 
only as M.A.Sh, brought a gold 
bracelet to the victim offering it 
for sale at JD 10 less than the 
market price. 

There was no doubt about the 
genuiipty of the bracelet, which 
both men took to a local jeweller 
for examination, it proved to be 
worth JD 55. 

The imposter the next day 
brought the man 25 fake 
bracelets, which looked very 
similar to the one they had ex- 


amined at the jeweller’s and was 
able to deceive his potential vic- 
tim who paid him JD 1,119. 

The fraud was discovered when 
the man took the bracelets to a 
jeweller for examination and eva- 
luation. They all turned out to be 
made of brass, according to the 
report. The police then sent out a 
warrant for the swindler's arrest 
which finally took place after he 
made several attempts to escape 
the report added. 

It said that the wanted man 
admitted to being a swindler and 
a subsequent search of his home 
led to the discovery of more 
pieces of fake jewellery and large 
sums of cash. 





Public Security Department {PSD) Director Gener- (below) specialist and PSD officials lake part in the 
al Abdul Uadi Al Msuali Sunday addresses the seminar (Petra photos) 
opening session of a seminar on road accidents 



Seminar discusses road accidents 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — A two- 
day seminar on road accidents in 
Jordan opened Sunday at the 
Police Academy in Amman. 

Specialists on traffic organisa- 
tion and roads are among those 
taking part in the seminar which 
will discuss engineering matters 
related to the organisation of 
traffic, first aid offered to victims 
of road accidents, controlling 
traffic flow, spreading awareness 
among the public on means to 
avoid road accidents and other 
related topics. 

Public Security Department 
(PSD) Director General Abdul 
Hadi AJ Majali addressed the 
opening session. 

He underlined the importance 
of the meeting which, he said. 


was called to focus more light on 
problems on the roads and look 
into means of reducing accidents. 

The PSD is keen on such deli- 
berations and discussion and 
plans to adopt seminar's resolu- 
tions and recommendations for 
the sake of making the roads a 
safer place for the motorists and 
pedestrians. Majali said. 

Majali referred to the heavy 
material and human tosses which 
incurred in Jordan as a result of 
road accidents over the past two 
years, and said that the outcome 
of the present seminar will be- 
nefit all Jordanian citizens. 

Last month the interior minis- 
ter said at a meeting here that 
road accidents in Jordan last year 
increased by 2,077 over those in 


the previous year, causing 32 
more deaths and 1.427 injuries 
over 1986 figures, and consider- 
able material damage. 

A study conducted by a special- 
ist working for the Health Minis- 
try revealed that road accidents in 
Jordan should be considered an 
internal problem, since 92 per cent 
of the cars involved in accidents 
covered by the study, were Jorda- 
nian and’ driven by Jordanian 
motorists. 

Another speaker at Sunday's 
meeting was Col. Mohammad 
Bassoul. the Police Academy 
director, who urged the partici- 
pants to come up with solutions 
for road problems and help re- 
duce the Kingdom’s human and 
economic losses. 



Minister of Planning Taber Kanaan and the EC delegate Marcello 
Palmier) Sunday sign an agreement to set up primary health care 
centres in the Karak governorale (Petra photo) 


Hamzeh chairs higher 
committee of AMSC 


DAMASCUS (Petra) — Health 
Minister Zaid Hamzeh is chairing 
the meetings of the higher execu- 
tive committee of the Arab 
Medical Specialisations Council 
(AMSC) which opened in 
Damascus Saturday. 

In a statement to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, Hamzeh 
said that the committee, which is 
holding its first meeting after its 
formation, will discuss a number 
of questions related to the coun- 


cil’s activities, and the inclusion 
of new medical specialisations in 
its general examinations given to 
Arab specialists. 

The council will discuss finan- 
cial and administrative issues and 
matters related to the council's 
seventh session due to be held in 
January 1980. Hamzeh noted. 

He said the AMSC was estab- 
lished last year to help promote 
medical services in the Arab 
World. 


Libraries get 6,000 books 


AMMAN (Petra) — Greater 
Amman Municipality Sunday dis- 
tributed 6.000 books to 60 librar- 
ies in schools, cultural centres, 
public libraries operated by muni- 
cipalities and clubs around the 
country. 

A ceremony to distribute the 
books was held at the Greater 
Amman Municipality, attended 
by Mayor Abdul Ra’ouf Al 
Rawabdeh. the librarian of the 
Greater Amman Municipality 
Library and municipal officials. 

Rawabdeh said that his munici- 
pality is keen on making all dis- 


tricts in the capital clean and 
green and providing citizens with 
means to promote their culture 
and widen their scope of know- 
ledge through libraries and 
books. 

According to the municipality 
librarian, the Greater Aman 
Municipality Library now houses 
120.000 books and publications. 
These are available in rhe 15 
library branches in the capital. 

He said that the municipality 
maintains an annual custom of 
distributing books as gifts to va- 
rious libraries in the Kingdom. 


EC grant 
to help 
development 
in Jordan 

AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — The 
European Community (EC) Sun- 
day signed an agreement with the 
Jordanian government offering a 
grant of JD 420,000 to help set up 
four primary heaJrh care centres 
and improve three existing ones 
in the Karak Govemorate in 
southern Jordan. 

The new centres will be set up 
at Smakieh, Taybeh, Mu’ab and 
Rakin. and those to be improved 
and modernised are located at 
Rabbeh, Safi and Mazraah. 
according to the agreement 
signed by Minsiter of Planning 
Taher Kanaan and the EC dele- 
gate Marcello Palmieri. 

The giant is part of the EC’s 19 
million European Currency Units 
(ECU) included in an 1982 assist- 
ance protocol to Jordan to help 
the Kingdom carry out develop- 
ment projects. 

In February 1988 the EC 
signed an agreement here cover- 
ing Jordanian projects to be fi- 
nanced under a $120 million pro- 
tocol signed by the two sides in 
1987. 

The agreement provides for 
grants, subsidised loans and risk 
capital for projects in agriculture, 
water resources and industry, 
identified in Jordan's current 
five-year plan which began in 
1986. 

Also Sunday two agreements 
were signed by Jordan and the 
United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) under 
which the latter will provide 
financial assistance to help prom- 
ote forest and pasture lands in 
Jordan in a bid to stem deserti- 
fication. 

UNDP will provide $396,000 to 
carry out this programme which 
also entails training personnel 
from the Ministry of Agriculture 
to cany out these projects. 

A second agreement provides 
for UNDP to offer $500,000 to 
the Ministry of Industry and 
Trade to finance its short-term 
training courses, seminars and 
workshops. 

The two agreements were 
signed by Kanaan and the UNDP 
representative in Amman AJi 
Atiqa. 


NHF workshop seeks 
to improve public 
health awareness 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
NHF Sunday organised a workshop entitled “Crea- 
tive Media Message Development for Health” in 
which 20 people, representing information and 
health institutions in Jordan, took part. 


NHF Director General Ina’am 
Al Mufti said that the workshop 
was designed to create an in- 
formation work team to help the 
foundation in its endeavour to 
develop programmes to bring ab- 
out a change in society. 

The programmes will be con- 
ducted through the NHFs Health 
Communication Project whose 
director, Sima Bahhouth, said 
that a team of Jordanian special- 
ists are needed to work in both 
health and information fields and 
conduct social research work tak- 
ing into consideration local cus- 
toms. traditions and the environ- 
ment. 

She said that the participants in 


the workshop represented Jordan 
Radio and Television Corpora- 
tion, UNICEF (United Nations 
Children Fund). UNRWA (Un- 
ited Nations Relief and Works 
Agency), Yarmouk University, 
the Health Ministry, SHF and 
the private information sector. 

“The health communication 
project aims to raise and improve 
the mother and children health 
level in Jordan through orienting 
the public on the benefits of good 
health habits, such as breast feed- 
ing and pregnancy spacing." Bah- 
houth said. 

“The project, is bound to con- 
tribute to rhe attainment of 


general health objectives in Jor- 
dan by way of enhancing partici- 
pants’ knowledge and creative 
skills on designing and producing 
media programmes, to generate a 
greater public awareness of 
health problems facing mother 
and child in Jordan.” she added. 

The workshop was chaired by 
Dr. Farah Al Kamel, director of 
the Centre for Development In- 
formation in Egypt and a special- 
ist at the Academy for Education 
Development in the United 
States. 

The participants discussed a 
number of working papers which 
deals with producing information 
messages directed to the public. 

The project is being financed 
by NHF and the U.S. Agency for 
International Development and 
Implemented with assistance 
from the U.S. Academy for Edu- 
cational Development and the 
Ministry of Health. 


Pilgrims to be vaccinated 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Muslims 
travelling from Jordan to Saudi 
Arabia for this year’s pilgrimage 
season will have to be inoculated 
against meningitis, according to a 
Health Ministry official. 

He said that rhe inoculation 
will be conducted by the Ministry 
of Health free of charge for ail 
the estimated I2.CXXI pilgrims 
from East and West Banks and 
areas occupied by Israel since 
1 ^ 8 . 

The measure which is for the 
benefit of the pilgrims who will be 
mingling with thousands of Mus- 
lims from different nations, will 
be carried out at the request of 
the Saudi health authorities, the 
official noted. 

He urged all would be pilgrims 
to acquire immunisation against 
the infectious disease at least two 
weeks before their departure for 
the holy places. 

The Ministry of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs, which organises 


the transportation of and cares 
for the pilgrims on their way to 
and during their stay in the holy 
places, said that it was preparing 
lists of names of wouid-be pil- 
grims to the holy places. 

A ministry official said registra- 
tion of would-be pilgrims has 
been extended until June 15 for 
the pilgrimage which will take 
place next month. 

The official said that a total of 
228 buses will travel by land in 
180 convoys to transport the pil- 
grims to and from the holy places. 

According to the official, con- 
voys will start leaving for the holy 
places in Mecca and Medina by 
July 4. 

Meanwhile the Ma'an governor 
Sunday presided over a~ meeting 
for the Pilgrimage Affairs Com- 
mittee. and discussed the 
arrangements to provide the 
necessary facilities for the pil- 
grims in Ma'an’s Pilgrims’ City 
and at the Mudawwara border 


point. 

During the meeting, it has been 
decided to establish a number of 
security centres between Ma’an. 
Hussainieh and Jafr intersection 
to organise traffic and offer the 
necessary facilities to pilgrims. 

Another decision was made to 
provide telephone services to pil- 
grims and to provide a number of 
doctors and nurses to work 
around the clock at the Pilgrims' 
City. 

The committee also decided to 
form several task force teams, 
grouping personnel from the Civil 
Defence Department, Water and 
Electricity Departments to main- 
tain water networks, sterilise 
drinking water, and to provide a 
number of ambulances and fire 
fighting cars. 

However, Ma'an Health De- 
partment called on all pilgrims to 
take the anti-meningitis vaccine, 
at least two weeks before depar- 
ture. 


Iraqi aide arrives on 5-day visit 


AMMAN (Petra) — Iraqi Minis- 
ter of Agriculture Karim Hassan 
Rida arrived here Sunday at the 
head of an official delegation on a 
five-day visit to Jordan. 

In a’ statement carried by the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, the 
Iraqi Minister said that his visit 
came within the framework of 
continued consultations and coor- 
dination between Jordan and Iraq 
to bolster cooperation in all 
fields. 

During the visit, he said, he 
will discuss subjects related to the 


agricultural sector which are en- 
dorsed by the Joint Jordanian- 
Iraqi Higher Comittee. and will 
visit a number of Jordanian agri- 
cultural projects to examine 
irrigation systems, drip irrigation 
methods and plasti-culture in 
different projects. 

Rida will hold meetings with 
his Jordanian counterpart Mar- 
wan Hmoud and other Jordanian 
officials. 

Later Sunday. Hmoud held 
talks with his Iraqi counterpart on 
bilateral cooperation and pros- 


pects of exchange of expertise 
and training of skilled people in. 
the field of planting palm trees, 
combatting agricultural insects, 
producing veterinary vaccines, 
breeding fish and developing 
agricultural production. 

The talks iso centred on topics 
relevant to marketing, commodi- 
ty exchange and developing 
marketing services. 

The two ministers also discus- 
sed possibilities to set up joint 
agricultural project at the joint 
borders of both countries. 



Minister of Agriculture Marwan Hmoud receives upon the Iraqi minister's arrival in Amman Sunday 
Iraqi Minister of Agriculture Karim Hassan Rida (Petra photo) 


Filipino community marks independence 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Philip- 
pine community in Amman Sun- 
day celebrated the 90th 
anniversary of their country's 
independence, the third inde- 
pendence celebration since Presi- 
dent Corazon Aquino took over 
in a bloodless revolution in 


February 1986. 

The celebration opened at 
noon with a mass for the Filipino 
community at the Philippine 
Chancery. This was followed by a 
reception to be given by the 
Philippine Ambassador to Jordan 
Juan Saez at his residence for the 


diplomatic corps. Jordanian offi- 
cials, businessmen, the press, and 
other guests. 

In the evening the Filipino 
Community Association under its 
president. Jean Jovero, held a 
Philippine evening at the Amman 
Plaza Hotel. 


Madaba council reviews projects 


MADABA (Petra ) — The Mada- 
ba Development Council held a 
meeting Sunday to review de- 
velopment projects carried out in 
the past two years and obstacles 
impeding some schemes included 
in the 1986-1990 five-year Nation- 
al Development Plan. 

The Madaba district governor. 


who chaired the meeting, said 
that work on the implementation 
of the schemes was going on in a 
satisfactory manner especially in 
the fields of agriculture and 
tourism. 

Among the main development 
schemes in rourism. he said, is the 


Ma’in Spa Complex which cost 
JD 13 million, and created new 
jobs for Jordanian citizens. 

“The past two years witnessed 
the opening of several agricultu- 
ral roads which are now helping 
to market crops, and the con- 
struction of several schools. 


Workshop on municipality management opens 


IRBID (Petra) — Ministry of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs and 
Environment secretary general 
Sunday opened a five-day work- 
shop on municipality manage- 
ment, which was attended by 35 
chairmen of municipal councils in 
Irbid and Mafraq govemorates. 

Participants in the workshop, 
which is organised by the ministry 
is cooperation with the Yarmouk 


University’s Continuous Learn- 
ing and Community Develop- 
ment Department, will get first 
hand information about the mod- 
em administrative organisation 
and its impact on the municipal- 
ity’s work, in addition to prepara- 
tion of short Lerm and long term 
plans and budgets. 

They will also leant methods to 
deal with problems, such as viola- 


tions of organisational plans and 
how to perform the accurate 
accounting procedures when pre- 
paring their municipalities 
budgets. 

The workshop aims to equip 
participants with modem admi- 
nistration skills, the art of com- 
munication and interaction with 
-the public. 
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Shocking American 
tradition 


MICHAEL Dukakis' proposal to move the American embassy in 
Israel from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem reminds us that this is an election 
year in the United States, when Frenzy replaces reason as the guiding 
Force in the political arena. A traditional hallmark of American 
presidential elections is a rabid rush by the candidates to outbid one 
another in courting the pro-Israeli vote. Even Secretary of State 
r^Yro*. Shultz has called the Dukakis proposal “shocking", and he 


George Shultz has called the Dukakis proposal “shocking", and he 
suggested that such a unilateral action would upset current peace- 
making efforts in the region. We would be more pleased if Mr. Shultz 
were to temper some oF the other shocking things that are already 
being done by the American government as a matter of routine, such 
as rewarding Israel for its intransigence and its militaristic extremism 
by maintaining astoundingiy high American aid levels, signing 
strategic cooperation accords with Israel, and providing it with 
economic support in the form of bilateral trade agreements. For Mr. 
Du kakis to suggest moving the American embassy to Jerusalem is 
simply one more shocking incident in a series of other shockers that 
are already part and parcel of American policy in the area. 

We are confident that the Arab states and the PLO will effectively 
counter the Dukakis frenzy, as we did several years ago when Mr. Joe 
Clarke was elected Canadian prime minister on a platform that also 
advocated moving the Canadian embassy to Jerusalem. That move 
finally came to naught, in the wake of a concerted Arab drive to make 
it clear that such a unilateral Canadian move would elicit practical 
opposition from the Arab World. 

The Dukakis move, coupled with Senator Daniel Moyuihan's pledge 
to reintroduce a resolution in the American Congress to move the U.S. 
embassy to Jerusalem, will soon be forgotten. But these incidents 
remind us that in the power politics of the United States, it is always 
more appealing to politicians to pander to Zionist sentiment than to 
advocate balanced policies that take into consideration the aspirations 
and rights of both Israelis and Arabs. When this tradition is corrected, 
American officials will have a greater chance of being accepted in the 
region as impartial mediators. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


AJ Ra 7: Israelis unite against Arabs 


AS part of Israel’s anti-Arab campaign. Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres has claimed that the Algiers Arab summit resolutions were 
unreasonable and can by no means force Israel to accept them. This 
campaign is in line with Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir’s 
policy, and provides evidence that all Israeli parties are in total 
agreement on resisting the process of peace although their means and 
their methods sometimes differ from one another. This fact should 
remove ail illusions from the minds of Arabs that one Israeli party 
could be more ready for achieving peace with the Arabs. Neverthe- 
less, statements by Shamir or Peres will never change any facts on the 
ground, neither will they change the Algiers summit resolutions or 
.the Arab Nation's determination to seek peace based on justice. 
Israel can t remain in control of the situation for ever, and the 
uprising in the occupied Arab territories is the first step towards 
ending its occupation of Arab land. The Algiers summit resolutions 
transformed into practice Arab countries’ support for the Palestinian 
uprising providing it with the means for continuation and for 
maintaining the Arab struggle for freedom. For this reason, we now 
hear Israeli leaders launching campaigns against the Arabs and their 
resolutions. The summit gave the pan-Arab struggle a national 
dimension and further impetus and a greater force, something which 
will force Israel s leaders to reconsider their position and to realise 
that they can not keep control of Arab land and enjoy peace at the 
same time. 


AJ Dustour: Israeli reaction to Algiers 


AS was expected from the Algiers Arab summit resolutions, they 
drew strong Israeli reaction and a campaign marked by rage and full 
of hatred towards the Arab nation. The Israeli leaders in general and 
Shimon Peres in particular said they saw nothing more than ink on 
paper and did not expect the resolutions to be implemented. This 
strong reaction reflects Israel’s deep concern over added assistance to 
the Palestinians and their revolt, and its fear of continued protests 
against inhuman practices and oppression. Israel also fears the Arab 
Nation's determination towards seeking peace based on justice and 
collective Arab action to attain that objective. There is no doubt that 
the resolutions taken at Algiers will give further impetus to the 
uprising and more support for the Palestinians in their struggle to 
regain freedom and bring to an end Israel’s occupation of their land. 
Israel should realise that the Algiers resolutions are no ink on paper 
and do not reflect a passing whim. The Arabs are now really unified 
and their solidarity is as strong as ever; and above all, they are 
determined to work in total harmony to thwart Israel’s designs. 


SawtAl Shaab: An example for Arabs 


THE coming Arab generations will find in King Hussein's address at 
the Algiers summit meeting a national document full of facts about 
Arab history and pointing to a sound proces for achieving pan- A rah 
objectives. The King was candid about Jordan’s relations with the 
Palestinian people and was keen on the Palestine question which is 
the prime concern for the Kingdom in view of [he special relationship 
between the peoples on both sides of the River Jordan, and the 
inter-social demographic and economic integration between the two 
peoples. In fact, the unity between the two banks sets an example- for 
Arab countries seeking unity. Jordan’s concern over the Palestine 
cause and the future of the Palestinians is manifest in the Kingdom’s 
attitude, continued help and unlimited support for the uprising, and 
also in the sacrifices of the Jordanian Armed Forces in defence of the 
Palestinian homeland. The Armed Forces constitute a tool for the 
Great Arab Revolt to achieve liberation for the Arabs and to defend 
their soil and protect t 


Give the ‘better half’ their half 


By Waleed M. Sadi 


THERE are faint references in our national laws about the equality 
between the sexes in Jordan. Our constitution ordains that 
Jordanians are equal irrespective of, inter alia, their gender. 
Beyond that cardinal prescription, little has been legislated into our 
body of civil laws which could lend support to our constitutional 
protestations that our males and females are equal. The only 
notable exception was when we finally acceded in 1984 to the 
dictates of modem age and common sense and bestowed on our 
women the right to run for the Lower House of parliament. To be 
sure we have succumbed to our constitutional and treaty obligations 
by according our females token presence and representation here 
and there in public and private bodies and institutions as if they 
were mere ornaments with very little to offer their people and 
country other man their good looks. We even dared to appoint 
women ministers in past cabinets to serve as symbolic proof that 
half of our population do really count. Eyen that modest yet bold 
initiative by some of our previous prime ministers has been 
abandoned of late instead of being consolidated by fortifying their 
presence in our most recent cabinet formations. On a lower level, 
we have yet to see women undersecretaries in ministries where 
womens' expertise and feminine touch, over and beyond their know 
how. could be put to the optimum use. By ignoring the talents of 
half of our people and confining their employment to certain 
marginal and peripheral spheres of public and private life, we have 
in effect brutally sacrificed half of our human resources. This is not 
to suggest that being teachers, nurses and secretaries and junior 
officials is tantamount to inhuman or degrading treatment of our 
women. Far from it. Ail such jobs and tasks are necessary and 
useful besides being honourable. What is fatally missing is the lack 
of real opportunities that are being offered to our most knowledg- 


able women to serve in posts with higher responsibilities com- 
mensurate with their areas of expertise and experience. 

I can almost hear the whisper and the often expressed notion that 
whereas men and women are equal, they remain different. But of 
course women are different from men. Even link boys and girls 
know that. It is also true that due to their differences there are areas 
of work, tasks and missions that women can perform better than 
men. And the opposite is also true. Yet this foregone conclusion 
and observation have not precluded women in the developed 
countries from assuming high public positions on par with men in 
more domains than ever. In fact such countries have become 
eligible for membership in the developed countries club when and 
only when they allowed their respective nations to profit from the 
knowledge, experience and wisdom of their "better sex.” For as 
long as half of the population of any given country is left "unused” 
efficiently and fully, it stands to reason that the G.N.P. and 
well-being of that country would have to suffer. One can feel at this 
juncture the grim reminder that homemaking and healthy and 
proper rearing of our children and youth would be compromised 
and the family nucleus of our society would be fatally damaged 
should our women be encouraged to abandon their husbands, 
children and homes. I could be readily reminded that tbe 
experience of the Western world has substantiated the long held 
suspicion that morality (sexual morality) had gone down the drain 
with the emancipation of women to the extent that they had 
achieved thus far. In fact some would and could point out that the 
very drug epidemic in the west has its roots in the breakdown of the 
family structure in the developed world. And who wants our society 
to pay so dearly just to prove a point that women and men are equal 
and are capabie of performing similar tasks in the majority of the 




This 1 3-year-old boy did not want to be identified. He was trying to 
hang the Palestinian flag across electricity wires in his village when be 
slipped and was electrorated. This photograph was taken 22 days after 


the incident. There have been several recorded incidents of the army 
forcing youngsters up electricity poles to remove flags (Photo by Peter. 
Gardner) 


What the camera did not record 


Editor's note: The Palestinian Human Rights 
Information Centre (PHRIC) ip Jerusalem has 
been publishing an “ uprising update, ” which aims to 
clarify the existing human rights situation as it 
develops in the occupied territories, as tbe upris- 
ing enters its sixth month. The information 
bulletin is distributed in cooperation with the 
Database Project on Palestinian Human Rights, 
whose international office is in Chicago. These 
updates will be published in the Jordan Times as 
they are received. Included in these information 
bulletins are lists ; of those killed during the 


uprising , as confirmed by the International Com- 
mittee of tbe Red Cross, lists of detainees, and 
updated human rights reports as they develop. 
While some sources and background materia] is 
publicly available, most of the information comes 
from first hand reports, fieldworker \isits to 
hospitals, refugee camps, towns and villages, and 
from working relationships between the PHRIC 
and other institutions in the occupied territories. 
The material is collected and verified in Jerusalem 
and sent to Chicago, where the updates are 
produced and distributed internationally. 


Expansion of settlements 
and roads 


On April 27 the Israelis 
announced plans to go ahead in 
building road #60, which is in- 
tended to connect settlements to 
Jerusalem and Hebron. The road 
will divide Khader village (Beth- 
lehem) from which 1600 dunams 
are to be confiscated; 20 bouses 
are also to be destroyed. 

Tamoun village (Nablus) had 
been under siege for 36 days May 
2 when the bead of the village was 
told 19,000 dunams would be 
confiscated in order to build a 
new settlement. The siege was 
lifted May 4. 

Land planted with citrus in 
Kalkilya has been confiscated for 
a new road linking settlements. 
Trees were uprooted and planted 
land damaged in Akrabe (Nab- 
lus) in connection with a road 
being built for Ma’ale Efraim. 
Two hundred dunams were con- 
fiscated from Ein Yabrud 
(Ramallah) May 2 for the expan- 
sion of Ofira. 

A thousand olive and other 
fruit trees belonging to Ali Odeh 
Ghazal were destroyed in Qissan 
(Bethlehem) April 29. Hie army 
declared the area a dosed milit- 
ary zone and entered. They shot 
into the home of Ali Musa Ali 
Ghazal, wounding him, and 
wounded Hussein Ibbayat. 
Ibayyat’s brother, Ahad Ibayyat 
Ta'amreb, was killed January 14 
as he was herding sheep. Settlers 
shot at a herd of sheep May 3, 
killing 3 of them. Five hundred 
more trees were bulldozed May 
13. Over half the village agri- 
cultural (and has been destroyed 
in tbe past few weeks. More than 
20 houses there are slated for 
destruction. The village and 
several near it are in tbe path of 
settlement expansion. 

Sieges 

Long sieges on villages, in 
which water, electricity and Tele- 
phones are cut; transport of food, 
agricultural and other products is 
prohibited; movement in and out 
of the village (except sometimes 
in medical emergencies) is forbid- 
den; and soldiers surround the 
village and enter it frequently, 
using tear gas and live ammuni- 


tion to conduct raids, make 
arrests and/or suppress activity 
have become common. The con- 
ditions of the sieges make know- 
ledge of what goes on during 
them extremely difficult to 
obtain, especially combined with 
other difficulties in reporting. 
Unless The siege is begun by a 
definite, known event like the 
collaborator killing in Kabatya or 
the shooting in Kufr Maiek (see 
above) it is possible not to know a 
village is under siege until some- 
one manages to leave tbe village 
and report it or until the siege is 
lifted. For example, the siege in 
Um Safa (Ramallah) was not 
known about until a major raid 
there April 22. All the village 
fences were destroyed and 30 
people were arrested. The siege 
had been going on for 35 days at 
that point and was only lifted 
May 1. A siege continues in Kufr 
Ni'meh (Ramallah); attention 
was drawn to it when the village 
held a symbolic funeral for Abu 
Jihad despite the siege April 22 
and when a helicopter raid in the 
mountains resulted in 10 arrests 
May 1. The severe I -mo nth-long 
siege at Beit Ur a-Tahta (RamaJ- 
Jab) became visible May 6 when 
15 trees were reported uprooted 
there. Even villages where sieges 
have ended, such as Kabatya and 
Yamoun, re main without elec- 
tricity. 

Shorter sieges have occurred at 
Za’at are (Bethlehem), Khirbat 
Bani Harbith (Ramallah), 
Halhoul, Sura (Hebron), Abwin, 
Bani Nairn (Nablus), Ithna, Ras 
Karkar (Ramallah) and Janih 
(Ramallah). The village of Jayous 
asked the ICRC to intervene May 
12 because of shortages of food 
and medicine caused by the siege 
there; the siege was lifted May 
14. 

The curfews on Jalazon (43 
days), Amari (24 days) and 
Kalandya (8 days) refugee camps 
were lifted on April 24, along 
with an 8-day curfew on Dheishe 
camp during which 25 people 
were severely beaten. A 9-day 
curfew on Kalkilya was also lifted, 
but was changed into an open- 
ended curfew, from 6:00 p.ra. to 
midnight every night. On May 6 
the curfew was changed to extend 
from 4:00 p.m. to midnight. Hab- 


la (Kalkilya) was placed under a 
similar curfew from 6:00 p.m. 
until midnight May 6; food is not 
being allowed to reach the vil- 
lage. A 10-day curfew on Aida 
camp was lifted April 25; 14 
people were injured from tear gas 
and rubber bullets during it. 


The second entrance to Kaian- 
dya refugee camp was closed May 
3 and four small entrances May 5. 
One gate was dosed at Askar, 2 
at Balata, and 1 at Jabalya May 3. 
The major, and many small entr- 
ances have already been dosed at 
most camps. 


Demonstrations 


Gashes between the popula- 
tion of the territories and the 
Israeli army and settlers continue 
to be an ongoing feature of daily 
life. Many of these, follow a stan- 
dard pattern of demonstration/ 
army response/clash; many are 
begun by army attempts to force 
people to dear streets and erase 
graffiti; many when Israeli cars or 
buses are stoned; many when the 
army gratuitously enters villages 
and camps. There has been an 
increase in the numbers of homes 
the army has entered and vandal- 
ised. On April 23, for example, 
houses were raided in Beit Jalla, 
where a 50-year-old woman was 
beaten, in Antas (Bethlehem), 
6-7 houses in Dheishe, and in 
Turin os Ayeb. Mustafa Musfa 
Ibrahim Abu Zeid. 17, was killed 
in Kabatya that day. There was a 
demonstration in the village. The 
army assaulted the village at the 
roadblock, using tear gas and live 
ammunition. Then it retreated; a 
2-engine plane circled over tbe 
village; the army returned and 
invaded. Abu Zeid was shot in 
the back and buried by his family. 
The military circulated a story that 
be bad assaulted them with an axe. 


A list of demonstrations for 
April 28 includes Kurf Maiek, 
Hebron (dashes with settlers), 
Halhoul, Kalandya, Ramallah, 
Bireh. Kalkilya (settlers), Bitunia 
(soldiers erased graffiti and 
scrawled stars of David), Jenin, 
Amari, Kabatya, the old city of 
Nablus. Abwin. Salem (15 cars 
and a busload of soldiers, bull- 
dozers and helicopters in the ear- 


Note: These dates have been 
chosen as examples of what has 
been occurring during a period 
Israeli propaganda has insured is 
quiet and tbe media abroad have 
not covered. 


S2 e P iri"shon- Si gh^acc Uf ions evenj™ ! 
some are well founded. The deteriorations ra the family stoa^on ra ; 
the West are not attributable to the emancipation of women per*e. , 
One has to concede that the social fabric in tbe West did jjottuffer^ 
principally from the fact that more women, than ever are tad 
earners! The reasons for the breakdown m the family umty^a fte , 
West are indeed complex. Some are economical and cultural m i 
nature rather than being directly and organirally related to; the - 
enlarged civil and political freedoms accorded to women. ; ; 

In our case in Jordan, and elsewhere in the Arab one 

need not experience the very same fate as the developed worid had 
encountered as a result of greater women joinmg^hc working and 
professional force. It is sheer nonsense to conclude that rf we bad • 
more able women in cabinet posts for example, our social fabnc 
would irreparably suffer. A . . . 

Besides the world judges whether a certain country is faithful to 
its legal and treaty obligations to grant women eqtjal rights, and 
opportunities by chronicling and documenting the number. of 
women that occupy high public and private posts, w e nave to adust 
that judging by the number of women that we have no ff occupying 
high posts we must be deemed as having failed to bveap -to pur 
constitutional and treaty obligations. May we then c.\pect some 
early rectification of the unsatisfactory situation and tot of our 
women by having, for example, more than one cabinet minister and 
by electing women representatives in the Lower Hou^e -of our 

r think it tuhu nrtt armnint nnahlp 


Parliament. And coming to think of it, why not appoint an . able 
elderly lady to the House of Notables. After all our womerfalsd get 
wiser with age just like our appointed men. \ .. V 


Oman’s discreet 


Gulf diplomacy 
keeps doors 
open to all \ 


By Stephen Jokes 
- Reuter 


MUSCAT — The Chinese com- 
mercial attache samples the 
prawn canapes, waiters weave 
between Saudi and American 
ambassadors, the Iranian charge 
d’affaires chats amiably with 
other diplomats. 

This is the cocktail circuit 
Omani-style, a rare show of con- 
viviality glossing over the ten- 
sions of a volatile region with a 


long history of hostility and a 
short fuse for diplomacy. 


between the small Omani, rat 
which police* traffic in the wate 
way and the, Iranians. 

It was on Omani soil la 
September tikt 26 Iranian sc 
men who survived a U.S. attac 
on their mine-Vying boat wei 
handed over fir repatriation. 

When Saudi Wrabia broke o 
relations with \Iran in Apri 
accusing Tehran* of plotting di 
turbances at thi^ year's pilgrin 
age to the holy city of Mecc 
Oman adopted is traditi onal 


ly morning). Rafah (a march by 
1000 schoolgirls, tear gassed), 
Jabalya. RimaJ and Sabra. This is 
on a day claimed ‘quiet’ by the 
Israelis. A list for May 8 includes 
Beit Sahour (after Sunday Mass, 
journalists were barred from the 
area and people prohibited from 
reaching Mass). Kalkilya (settlers 
and army), Ras Karkar. Bani 
Na’im (where people built a 
monument to the dead and the 
cats belonging to the head of the 
municipal council and his deputy 
were burned), Saxnou’, Hebron, 
Jayous (was raided, fences were 
destroyed, bouses entered and 
vandalised, and over 20 people 
arrested), Husan, many villages 
in the Jenin region, Beit Fajjar 
(where houses were raided and 
vandalised), Dheishe (where 
youths were beaten and tens of id 
cards confiscated) and Kufr Deik. 

On May 13, the last Friday in 
Ramadan, 17, (WO people reached 
al-Aqsa despite severe restric- 
tions on access. Tens of Palesti- 
nians from inside Israel were pre- 
vented from reaching the mosque 
and roads from the territories 
were blocked; an estimated 3000- 
3500 police and borderguards 
were on duty in East Jerusalem. 
During the demonstrations fol- 
lowing the prayers Israeli /and 
American flags were burned. 
Over 20 people were arrested, 
60-70 were treated at the mosque 
clinic for tear gas inhalation and 
17 were treated in tbe Makasad 
hospital for tear gas and rubber 
bullet injuries. In Jenin State- 
ment 16 of the National Lead- 
ership of the Uprising was read 
over tbe mosque loudspeakers. 
There were massive army pre- 
sences in Nablus. Balata. Ein 
Beit Al-Maa’ and both Askar 
camps: clashes in Jenin; demon- 
strations after mosque in Hebron, 
Sa’ir, Tarqumia, Kalkilya (where 
7 bouses were raided), Halhoul 
(where a Kityat Arba bus was st- 
oned), Ramallah, Bireh, Ein Arik 
(where a curfew was used to make 
arrests), Amari, Abu Dis (where 
two collaborators repented in the 
mosque), Silwad, Azaria, Beit 
Fajjar. and Dheishe (despite cur- 
few. After the evening meal peo- 
ple came to condole the family of 
Ibrahim Mohammad Hussein, 34, 
who was killed by soldiers May 
9). The army and Shin Bet came 
to arrest people in Kabatya at 
9:30 p.m. and shot Mufleh Zeid 
Mahmud Abu Zeid. 30, in his 
home. A clash broke out in the 
wake of his killing. 


Here, rivals in the complex 
world' of Middle East politics rub 
shoulders easily under the same 
roof. 

Oman, dragged by the scruff of 
the neck into the 20th century in 
Sultan Qaboos Bin Said 18 years 
ago, is fast gaming a reputation 
for neutrality and political inder 
pendence in a region scarred by 
the protracted Gulf war. 

Sultan Qaboos, a 47-year-old 
absolute ruler trained at San- 
dhurst Military Academy in Eng- 
land, may be pro-Western and 
rely on a traditionally discreet 
and low-key link with Britain for 
the training of his armed forces. 

Bat unlike the leaders in most 
neighbouring Gulf states he has 
refused to side openly with Bagh- 
dad against Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini’s Tehran regime and so 
far avoided being sucked into the 
conflict. 


low profile. •. 
“Sometimes th\ other Gi 


vujv* w 

states get annoyel at Oma 
independence and tabif of btfi 
the odd man oat,”safd anotf! 


diplomat. \ . - 

“But those states^also rea 


full well they still hare a brie 
open to Iran thipugh t 


“Oman’s rugged 
Musandam peninsula 
j’uts out into tbe narrow 
strip of water, dubbed by 
President Reagan as a 
“chokepoint of freedom.” 
One-sixth of the non- 
Communist world’s oil is 
shipped through tbe strait, 
scene of countless attacks 
on merchant vessels by 
Iranian gunboats.” 


open to Iran thipugh t 
Omanis.” \ 

It is behind the senes t 
Oman prefers to -concuct its 
plomacy. although contacts « 
Soviet and Chinese diplomats s 
honed in Muscat havd yielc 
scant progress iu tmplenentin 
United Nations ceasefire call 
the Iran-Iraq war. i • 

Frustrated with Arabs 

Indeed, Sultan Qabbos 
thought unlikely to put his re 
tation on. the line and play ' 
role of public broker betw< 
Iran and Iraq unless there : 
clear signs pf a breakthrough 
talks over i^t July’s U.N. resc 
tion which Tehran has refused 
accept. ' i 

By the same token, Siil 
Qaboos, who ^jvertfarew. bis is* 
tionist father £ipd began to o( 
up the country of 1 J mill 
people to the Ycstern world 
1970, has sometimes sent rep 
sentatrves to theVegiorfs num 
ous conference^ rather th 
attend in person, apparently fr 
trated by the lack of results, 

He did not, for examp 
attend this week’s Arab sumi 
in Algiers called tl discuss i 
Palestinian uprising in Isra< 


occupied territories.! 

Such decisions ha\fe not a 


“It is a difficult and necessary 
balancing act,” said one Western 
diplomat in Muscat. “And one 
tiie Omanis have so far done 
consummately well.” 

The balancing act is all the 
more difficult since it has been 
conducted from a position of eco- 
nomic weakness as oil earnings 


slide and has often meant going 
against opinion in the Arab 
Worid. 

When the Arabs broke off rela- 
tions with Egypt’ over the 1978 
Camp David accords with Israel, 
Oman refused to follow suit. 

Now Egypt has been readmit- 
ted to mainstream Arab fold, 
Muscat officials see their original 
decision as justified. 

It is a necessary balancing act 
since Oman has to live with Iran, 
which has Silkworm missile sites 
less than 60 miles away across the 
Strait of Hormuz. 

Oman’s rugged Musandam 
peninsula juts out into the narrow 
strip of water, dubbed by Presi^ 
dent Reagan as a “chokepoint of 
freedom/’ One-sixth of the non- 
Communist world’s oil is shipped 
through the strait, scene' of count- 
less attacks on merchant vessels ' 
by Iranian gunboats: 

Diplomats said Oman, was 
almost certainly embarrassed by a 
recent spate of Iranian raids on 
neutral. shipping.. Bnt iberei has- 
been no more than hatsh words 


proved popular witi the 
five member states (if the 
Cooperation- Council!, : 
Arabia, Kuwait, the Qniied 
Emirates, Bahrain ana Q; 

But as one govern mW i 
said; “His majesty will iot ; 
a conference if he does pot 
it is worthwhile.” T 
That independence s 
through in Oman’s oit'i 
cnidal for a nation whidis 
economic fortunes rise aril 
line with volatile world fti 
It has not tied itself to fc 
five production quotas by V 
tbe Organisation of Pete 
Exporting Countris (OPEC 
has often cooperated-closel 
tbe 13-nation group. ;_.r. 

Petroleum and Minerals; 
ter Said Bin Ahamed AI5h 
was one of die architects l 
proposals .earlier thisyei 
OPEC and non-OPEC nat] 
joint production”*! 
shore up prices. * 

fcU ‘frem# 
Syrian Will be on theHS 
38 an observer ax OPE tv 
conference on June li 4 
"mere some ofl analysts fan 
apns between Iran and Iraq 

KAtas—" - 

jftfsstsga 

nrirS CU£ J °? t P Ut U it WOUk{ 
prices and help tran 

opened.^ 










jbzal visit to Athens unlikely to 
produce breakthrough in ties 


ATHENS (R) .t Turkish Prime 
. Minister Turgut Oral's visit to 
Ajbens Monday is unlikely, to 
produce a breakthrough on the 
problems of Cyprus and the Ae- 
gepn Sea demarcarion that bede- 
vil relations between the two 
* North Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion (NATO) members. 

But the visit, die first by a 
Turkish prime minister in 36 
: ® a new step ™ a peace 

initiative launched by Ozal and 
Greek Prime Minister Andreas 
Papandreou in the Swiss resort of 
Da^os in January, diplomats and 
officials in Athens and Ankara 
sank 

Tight security has been im- 
posed, particularly around Ozai's 
plish seaside hotel, and . 5,000 
police have been mobilised to 
prevent a. recurrence of the 
bombings that disrupted a visit 
two weeks ago by Turkish Fore- 
ign Minister Mesut Yilmaz. 

A number of groups — includ- 
ing Cypriots, Kurds and Arme- 
nians — have planned demon- 
strations and graffiti scrawled on 
walls in central Athens has urged 
Ozal to “stay home/' 

No formal agenda has been set 
for the three-day visit, which in- 
dudes a private dinner Tuesday. 

The two leaders, building on 
the “no war” process launched in 
Davos, will almost certainly focus 


on the division of Cyprus and on 
Aegean delimitation — a dispute 
which nearly set off a war be- 
tween the two countries in March 
1987. 

Greece wants a complete with- 
drawal of Turkish troops from the 
Turkish-Cypriot state declared 
five years ago in the island's 
northern third. 

Ozal said last week in the 
United States that Turkey could 
not pul! out “even one soldier” 
under pressure. Ankara has link- 
ed a withdrawal to progress in 
talk* expected to take place this 
month between Rauf Denktash, 
tea/fcr of the breakaway state, and 
Cyprus President George Vassi- 
liou. 

Greek Cypriots, fearing con- 
cessions may be made against 
tbeir interests, have erected ban- 
ners in Nicosia saying “Cyprus 
asks: Why the Ozal visit?” And 
unions on the Mediterranean is- 
land have called for a one-hour 
strike Monday in protest. 

Turkish troops invaded the is- 
land in 1974 after the collapse of a 
coup backed by the military junta 
then ruling Greece. 

U.N. Secretary General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar "urged in a report 
to the Security Council last week 
that Turkey withdraw its esti- 
mated 20,000 troops from north- 


ern Cyprus as a start to building 
confidence between Greeks and 
Turks on the island. 

Officials in Ankara say prog- 
ress is possible on the Aegean, 
mainly over the continental shelf 
demarcation issue fundamental to 
air space and mineral rights. 

Turkey is also likely to raise 
what it sees as Greece's hinder- 
ing of its development of rela- 
tions with the European Econo- 
mic Community (EEC). 

Ankara-based diplomats say 
both leaders have pinned their 
political futures at least partially 
to rapprochement and should 
reach some conclusions to help 
heal longstanding enmity be- 
tween their countries. 

“Failure may set back the 
largely atmospheric result of tbe 
Davos talks and affect public 
opinion in both countries,” a 
senior diplomat in Ankara said. 

One diplomat in Athens pre- 
dicted the talks could yet produce 
surprises despite low-key media 
coverage. 

Political analysts in both coun- 
tries say Ozal could offer as a 
gesture a conditional troop with- 
drawal plan on Cyprus or suggest 
handing over to U.N. control 
Varosha — the deserted Greek 
Cypriot sector of the port of 
Famagusta. 


North planned to use Waite 
‘to get Qadhafi,’ book says 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Olive «l North planned to use Brit- 
ish hostage negotiator Terry 
Waite to Hire Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi to bis head- 
quarters so he would be killed by 
u.S.;bombs in 1986, according to 
a book excerpted Saturday. 

The book, “Best Laid Plan, the 
Inside Story of America's War 
Against Terrorism," written by 
CBS news reporter David Martin 
and' John Walcott of the Wall 
Street Journal, details the U.S. 


air raid against Libya April 14; 
1986. It is excerpted in die cur- 
rent edition of U.S. News and 
World Report. 

According to the autbors. 
North, then on the staff of the 
National Security Council, pitch- 
ed a plan to the White House 
under which Waite would be 
asked to go to Tripoli on the day 
of the attack to seek Qadhafi's 
help in obtaining the release of 
American hostages in Lebanon. 

Waite, an Anglican church en- 


voy. had no knowledge of the 
imminent attack. He was later 
abducted while in Beirut seeking 
the release of foreign hostages 
and remains a hostage himself. 

North hoped Waite's visit 
would make Qadhafi decide to 
spend the night in his compound, 
where he would be killed in the 
U.S. raid, tbe book alleges. 

The plan was rejected because 
it was an assassination plot and 
violated U.S. law, according to 
the excerpt. 


Prime minister reaffirms Jordan's position 

(Condoned from p"g» 1) in the U.S. and the general ger facing any part of the Arab 

, elections in Israel." “One cannot* World. He expressed hope that 


, / (Continued from page 1) 

.. . A : 

‘ minister said. ««.*- •' *■> 

Rifai told Sharq A! Awsai 
that there were no differences 
between Jordan and the PLO 
ind that the resolutions of the 
Algiers summit were adopted 
after discussions and agreement 
was reached among all Arab 
leaders attending the confer- 
ence, including the King and 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat. 
‘•Jordan’s position is dear,” the 
prime minister said. “We have 
no ■ ambitions in Palestinian 
territory. Qur only goal is to 
liberate the land to enable the 
Palestinian people to exercise 
their natural right to self-deter- 
mination on tbeir national soil. 
Jordan will support any joint 
Arab work towards realising 
these objectives.” 

Rifai said prospects for con- 
vening an international confer- 
ence on the Middle East were 
contingent on many factors, 
most important among them an 
agreement between the two su- - 
perpowers and the participation 
of the five permanent members 
of the Security Qmnril. As long 
! as these factors remained mis- 
" sing,' no invitations could be 
issued to the proposed confer- 
ence,] Rifai noted. 

I Rifiti underlined the import- 
ance bf a joint initiative by tbe 
five permanent members of the 
Secupry Council, in particular a 
joint< approach by the U.S. and 
the Soviet Union, is settling the 
Middle East conflict and refer- 
red to Israel’s rejection of the 
proposal for an international 
conference. 

However, Rifai, said the pic- 
ture would become clearer only 
aftejr the presidential elections 


in the U.S. and tbe general 
^elections in Israel.- “One cannot 
say whether . /he Conference 
could be convened in the fore- 
seeable future," the prime 
minister told Al Sharq A1 
Awsat. 

Rifai pointed out that His 
Majesty had outlined in his 
Algiers speech as well as on 
many previous occasions that 
the U.S., which extends finan- 
cial, military, political and 
strategic support for Israel, is in 
a position to 3pply pressure on 
the Zionist state to make it 
accept the proposal for an inter- 
national conference based on 
international legitimacy and 
UJN. resolutions which rule out 
occupation of others' land by 
force. "So far, the U.S. has not 
applied any pressure in this 
direction," Rifai said. 

Rifai described the Algiers 
summit as a success saying tbe 
conference was convened to 
discuss means to support the 
Palestinian uprising in the occu- 
pied territories and noted that 
the King had referred to the 
uprising as a popular revolt 
against Israel's occupation of 
Arab territory. 

The prime minister said the 
Algiers discussions were 
brotherly and characterised by 
frankness and clarity. He said 
the participation in the summit 
by Saudi Arabia's King Fahd 
Ibn Abdul Aziz contributed 
greatly to the success of the 
conference and his proposals 
had a great impact on the 
course of the discussions. 

In reply to a question on 
King Hussein's proposal for a 
pan- Arab deployment force, 
Rifai said such a force was 
necessary to counter any dan- 


World. He expressed hope that 
the proposal would soon be 
translated into action because 
“it is a step in tbe path of Arab 
military integration." 

On the economic situation in 
Jordan, the prime minister said 
the Jordanian dinar remained 
stable and strong. “What hap- 
pened recently was an artificial 
crisis which was the result of 
currency speculation by some 
individuals and bad no objec- 
tive ground whatsoever,” he 
said. 

The prime minister noted 
that a special committee had 
been formed to draw up princi- 
ples for dealing -between the 
Central Bank and commercial 
banks with a view to increasing 
the flow of foreign currency 
into Jordan and rationalising 
foreign currency spending. • 

On internal security, the 
prime minister said the situa- 
tion was good. “We enjoy sta- 
bility and have no security 
problems at all,” he said. "The 
recent bomb explosions in Am- 
man were perpetuated by a 
terrorist organisation with 
whose terror the Arabs and the 
whole world has become famil- 
iar." he said. 

Asked whether Jordan was 
planning to take constitutional 
measures to disassociate itself 
from tbe West Bank — such as 
dissolving parliament and re- 
forming government and dis- 
solving institutions in the West 
Bank, Rifai said the time was 
not appropriate to ask or 
answer such questions. “We 
should not rush things.” be , 
said. { 





distinguished among the ** 
Orient’s restaurants 
announces Ihe opening of its summer 
garden as of today 

under the management of Ammoun 
Institution tor Tourist Restaurants 
Management 

Samir Khalilieh and Najeh Safari 
Jabal Amman/ 1st Circle 
Opp. Spanish Embassy 


For reservation tel. 638212 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Taba panel said to favour Egypt . 

TEL AVTV (R ) — An international tribunal has derided to return 
to Egypt the Taba beachfront to settle a six-year-old border dispute 
with Israel, the daily newspaper Davar said Sunday. Davar, 
belonging to Foreign Minister Shimon Peres' Labour Party, quoted 
a senior Israeli official as saying three of five arbiters voted in 
Geneva last month in favour of Egypt, which lost tbe 700-metre 
strip in the 1967 war. Tbe Egyptian representative on the panel 
supported the proposal, and only professor Ruth Lapidot, the 
Israeli member, voted against it, the newspaper said. It did not say 
how the fifth member voted. A foreign ministry spokesman told 
Reuters the report was premature and be could not comment on it. 
“There’s nor even a hint that this is official," he said, “and as long 
as it’s not official, I don’t have anything to comment on.” 

Pakradouni calls for U.N. troops 

BEIRUT (R) — Rightist hardliners Sunday called for the United 
Nations to send an international force to Lebanon and ensure that 
all foreign armies pull out. “We ask the United Nations, in 
particular Security Council members the United States and the 1 
Soviet Union, to ensure the withdrawal of all foreign armies,” 
Karim Pakradouni, deputy leader of the Lebanese Forces militia 
told a rally. He urged the United Nations to “sponsor Lebanese 
national reconciliation and send international troops to protect its ! 
borders as the international solution is the one that will put the 
final end to the Lebanese war.” The Lebanese Forces strongly 
opposes Syrian military and political involvement in Lebanon. 

Iran, Pakistan ‘sign nuclear pact’ 

LONDON (AP) — Iran and Pakistan have signed a secret nuclear 
pact aimed at developing Iran’s nuclear technology, a British I 
. newspaper reported Sunday. The liberal Observer said the agree - ' 
! ment was reached at a meeting in Vienna last year between Dr. 
j Reza Amerollahi, head of the Iranian Atomic Energy Organisa- 
tion, and Dr. Munir Ahmad Khan, chairman of Pakistan's Atomic 
Energy Commission. As a result, the paper said, six Iranian 
nuclear experts are receiving advanced training in Pakistan. The 
Observer gave no source for the story, except to say the “main 
outlines” of the agreement were known to the paper. The paper 
said Iran bad made a number of attempts to obtain Pakistani 
assistance in the development of nuclear technology through tbe 
Economic Cooperation Organisation whose members are Turkey, 
Pakistan and Iran. 

Ethiopia says ‘bandits’ killed 

NAIROBI (R) — Ethiopian government troops killed a large 
group of “bandits” — tbe term used for rebels — near the northern 
town of Korem Saturday, state-owned Addis Ababa radio re- 
ported. The radio, monitored in Nairobi, said three “bandit 
brigades" were wiped out while attempting to infiltrate Korem and 
surrounding areas. Ethiopian troops were pursuing the survivors 
and bad captured huge quantities of weapons, it said. The rebels 
• had disrupted the distribution of relief aid to drought victims and 
1 damaged development infrastructure in the area. Korem is an 
important centre for the distribution of relief food in Tigray region. 
The Tigray People's Liberation Front, the main rebel group 
operating there, has not reported the government victory, although 
it has recently claimed to have carried out successful attacks on 
government troops in several areas of Tigray. 


Iranian gunboats thumb 
noses at American navy 


DUBAI (R) — A spate of attacks on foreign ships 
shows Iranian gunboats can still thumb their noses 
at the might of the U.S. navy in the Gulf, shipping 
sources said Sunday. 


They said Iranian gunboats 
which hit a British supertanker 
and West German cargo ship 
Saturday were undeterred by the 
threat of intervention from the 
U.S. fleet of about 30 warships in 
or near the Gulf. 

“The Iranians seem to be 
gambling that Washington isn't 
serious about stopping these 
attacks.” a shipping source said. 
“The gamble has paid off... so 
far.” 

The latest raids, which set the 
258,979-ronne tanker Esso De- 
metia ablaze and killed a Filipino 
seaman on the 1 1 ,744-tonne con- 
tainer ship Dhaulagiri, brought to 
six the number of Iranian attacks 
in the last three weeks. 

The Iranians have picked their 
targets carefully, with each raid 
staged far from any patrolling 


U.S. warship. The gunboats sped 
back unscathed to tbeir bases 
without any U.S. attempt to in- 
tervene. 

Iran has about 25 Swedish- 
made Bogbammar boats aimed 
with machineguns and rocket- 
propelled grenades that can race 
along at 40 knots, outpacing any 
U.S. frigate or destroyer. 

Hundreds of smaller, slower 
speedboats fitted with makeshift 
weapons are also based on the 
Iranian coast, many near the 
Strait of Hormuz where the 
Dhaulagiri was hit. 

“The Americans could blow 
these boats out of tbe water any 
time they wanted,” said a source. 
“It’s as though Iran is daring 
Washington to get into a fight.” 

The Iranians came off much 
the worse in their last clash when 


the U.S. navy sank or disabled six 
Iranian naval craft on April 18. 

After that encounter, Washing- 
ton announced April 29 that its 
warships would protect any neut- 
ral merchant ship attacked in the 
Gulf if it asked for assistance. 

The Esso Demetia, owned by 
the U.S. multi-national Exxon, 
was the first attack by Iranian 
gunboats in the central pan of the 
Gulf for several months. Nearly 
all their recent attacks had been 
concentrated near the mouth of 
the waterway. 

A U.S. navy spokesman in the 
Gulf said a U.S. warship 
sailed towards the Esso Demetia 
after it was hit but the tanker did 
not request help. 

Firefighters put out the blaze 
on board after six hours. 

Iran has attacked 37 ships this 
year serving Arab states in the 
Gulf. 

Tehran make a point of re- 
taliating for Iraqi air raids on 
Iranian shipping fenying oil out 
of the Gulf to fund the war. 


Arafat: Palestinians reject U.S. 
plan for ‘slavery in golden cage 9 


LONDON (Agencies) — Palesti- 
nian leader Yasser Arafat said in 
his first public speech in Libya for 
six years that Palestinians had 
rejected a U.S. peace plan as 
“slavery in a golden cage.” 

He told the Libyan general 
people’s congress in the eastern 
city of Al Bayda that U.S. Secret- 
ary of State George Shultz had 
come to the Middle East during 
last week's Arab summit “to in- 
fluence with his American weight 
the summit resolutions.” 

“Those heroes, the stone- 
throwers, answered him,” the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) chairman declared in 
the speech screened by Libyan 
television monitored in London. 

“They answered Shultz by 
saying to him; ‘Who told you 
Yankee we want to improve our 
situation? What we want is free- 


dom and not slavery, even in a 
golden cage’.” Arafat added. 

“You may remember that they 
also talked about a Marshall plan 
for the Middle East and our 
decision was, oh brothers, no to 
all these initiatives, and our reply 
was the revolution of anger and 
the revolution of stones,” Arafat 
said. 

The Shultz plan provides only 
limited “self-rule" for the Palesti- 
nians in the occupied territories. 
It rejects the Palestinians' de- 
mand for self-determination and 
a state of their own and does not 
recognise the PLO as the repre- 
sentative of the Palestinian 
people. 

The Algiers summit reaffirmed 
the Arab leaders recognition of 
the PLO as the sole and legiti- 
mate representative of the 
Palestinian people, and gave the 


PLO its unqualified moral and 
material support. 

Arafat said in his speech that it 
had been no coincidence that 
Shultz had been on a tour of the 
Middle East just before the 
Algiers summit was convened. - 
“Does it mean that he liked the 
climate of our region? No. what 
really happened, brothers, was 
that he wanted to influence with 
his American weight the resolu- 
tions of the summit, in conformi- 
ty with the will of the American 
administration, that is their plan 
for the region.” 

Arafat ended a six-year rift 
with Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi when he visited Tripoli 
in April following the assassina- 
tion of his deputy Khalil AJ Wazir 
(Abu Jihad), by gunmen widely 
believed to have been Israeli 
agents. 


Egypt seeks to counter Nile threat 


By Alan George 

Pan os feature 

CAIRO — “The great chal- 
lenge confronting us" — that is 
how Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak recently described the 
problem of falling water levels 
in the Nile. It was, if anything, 
an understatement, for Egypt 
owes its very existence to the 
river. 

The Nile's flow has been de-. 
dining for the past seven years 
because of successive droughts 
in the river's East African 
catchment area. Since 1980 the 
level of Lake Nasser, the reser- 
voir behind Egypt’s massive 
Aswan High Dam, has fallen by 
20 metres. In 1985-86 alone the 
lake fell by three metres and 
there was a further 10-metre drop 
in 1986-87. 

The declining water levels 
could be disastrous for agricul- 
ture, which forms the backbone 
of the economy and is entirely 
dependent on irrigation from 
tbe river. Tbe water problem 
also threatens severe power 
shortages, for 20 per cent of 
Egypt’s electricity comes from 
the power plant at the Aswan 
High Dam and if Lake Nasser’s 


level falls too far, the turbines 
will be left high and dry. 

The station’s design capacity 
is 1,850 megawatts bur the elec- 
tricity minister, Mohammad 
Abu Abaza, says that the 
plant's capacity will fall to 750- 
megawatts if Lake Nasser falls 
below 150 metres above sea 
level. By January, the lake bad 


less than normal) and shops 
have been ordered to close one 
hour earlier. A series of one- 
hour cuts are being imposed on 
industrial and residential elec- 
tricity supplies and television 
stations have been asked to 
transfer popular programmes to 
times of day when electridty 
demand is low. Factories are 


The great River Nile is running dry. By this July the Aswan High 
Dam, which irrigates and powers much of Egypt, will have drained to 
just one metre above the intakes for the dam's hydroelectric 
generators. One metre more and the dam's entire power supply will 
stop. The solutions: rationing of power and water, and construction of 
more natural gas-fired power stations. 


already fallen to 158 metres and 
the level is expected to fall to 
just above 150 metres by July, 
when the annual Nile flood 
starts. Mubarak warned, 
however, that if the lake should 
fall to 147 metres, then “the 
dam's entire power supply will 
stop.” 

To counter the crisis, the 
government announced a series 
of measures in May aimed at 
conserving water and electric- 
ity. Ministries and other gov- 
ernment agencies have been 
put on a five-day week (one day 


being urged to install solar pow- 
er units. 

Rationalisation 

Public Works and Irrigation 
Minister Issam Rady says that a' 
“rationalisation” of water use 
will be introduced, noting that 
large volumes could be saved 
by improving irrigation systems 
and recycling agricultural drain- 
age. In addition, he says, sup- 
plies will be increased by step- 
ping up the exploitation of 
groundwater. Consideration is 
being given to tbe construction 


of a new dam on the Nile at 
Rashid, near Alexandria, to re- 
duce the river's flow into the 
Mediterranean. 

At the same rime, the Elec- 
tricity Ministry has announced 
plans for 20 new thermal power 
stations, with a combined 
capacity of 5.500 megawatts, to 
offset declining production 
from Aswan and make good an 
electricity shortfall which was 
expected even without the 
threat to the Aswan. Contracts 
for several of tbe stations have 
already been signed and bids 
will be invited for the others in 
the coming months. Six of the 
plants, with a combined capac- 
ity of 1.600 megawatts, will be 
commissioned in 1989, four 
with a total capacity of 1,200 
megawatts will open in 1990, 
and the five others wiib a com- 
bined 1,100 megawatts are for 
completion in 1992. In the short 
term, a series of gas turbine 
stations is being installed. 

Renewed Aswan debate 

The Nile water crisis has 
prompted renewed debate over 
the long-term cosis and benefits 
of the High Dam. Commis- 
sioned in 1971 and hailed as one 


of the major achievements of 
Nasser’s regime, the dam has 
certainly boosted the country's 
electricity supplies. It has also 
brought a major expansion of 
agricultural output by regularis- 


ing the river's flow and allowing 
two crops per year instead of 
one. 

However, the dam has also 
necessitated massive and costly 
fertilisation of farmland. Be- 
fore the dam, no such artificial 
measures were needed because 
fertility was maintained natur- 
ally by the annual Nile flood 
which deposited rich silt on the 
fields. 

The end of the annual flood 
has also had dramatic effects in 
the Nile Delta region, where 
most of the country’s 50 million 
people live. The level of the 
Mediterranean is slowly rising, 
but this used to be offset by the 
annual silt deposits from the 
Nile. Since the Aswan dam was 
completed, coastal erosion has 
accelerated sharply. 

Moreover, ibe dam has en- 
tailed massive water losses from 
seepage and evaporation. In 
1984 alone an estimated two 
billion cu m of water was lost 
from Lake Nasser. 
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The first* best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

isi Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:3(1 
p.m. 

* 6:3H-Midnighi 

Tel. 638968 
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MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

TUce away available 

Open dailv 12:00 - 15-30 
18:00-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman , Jordan 

V Tel: 661922 / 
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DAY 


PEOPLE mo .VEEP 



CLEANING 

semcis- 


CALL US! 




CaJ] 667171-6 
670141-4 

ext. 223 


P.Q.Bos 925229 AMMAN 

31 Tel. 604671 fe 


/ CHEN’S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

* Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 -3:30 

p.m. 

< 6:30 -Midnight > 


JORDAN HOME 
MAINTENANCE CENTRE 
Your single source 
supplier of quality \ I"} IV J 
general hardware, \> AUI y 
kitchenware, campingV / 
products, paints, v 
’general tools, 
cleaning products, 

; garden and maintenance 
products for D.I.Y. 

and professionals. 

Jabal Amman— 3rd Circle 
near Zahran Police Station . 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 





Open daily Noon - 3:30 p.m. 
& 6:30p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 

opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


=T 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-11 .30 pm 
After the Holiday Inn hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


TeL 647134. 


CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 

ESTABLISHMENT 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-d oor service 

Tef: 664090.660852 

Ttx: 22205 B£SMCO JO 
P.O. BOX 926487 
^ AMMAN JORDAN J 
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Arab Bank adds high technology to traditionalism 


By Rami G. Khouri 


AMMAN — The Arab Bank Limited has always 
been known throughout the Middle East as big, safe, 
profitable and slightly old-fashioned. In recent 
years, its competitors have viewed it as a sleeping 
giant, and one which preferred the proven safety of 
the Shuman family management style to the more 
innovative and aggressive practices of other banks in 

the region. 


About 18 months ago, howev- 
er, it started stirring, prodded by 
more sober regional economic 
realities and an intensely com- 
petitive global banking environ- 
ment. Last year, it launched a 
modernisation and marketing 
strategy that looks set to maintain 
its position as one of the few 
Arab banks which can compete 
■seriously with larger international 
banks on a regional and global 
scale. 

Its move is also a timely case 
study of how a traditional, family- 
run Arab company can adapt its 
management and business 
strategy to keep up with the 
times. 

Established in Jerusalem in 
1930 by an entrepreneurial young 
Palestinian named Abdul 
Hameed Sboman, the bank's first 
.four decades were characterised 
by steady expansion throughout 
the Middle East, North Africa 
and West Europe. 

When it recognised the need to 
attack the markets more aggres- 
sively last year, it had an array of 
impressive but conspicuously 
under-exploited assets to draw 
upon. These included a retail 
network of 75 branches, offshore 
hanking units, wholly-owned sub- 
sidiaries and sister institutions in 
12 Arab states and in 15 countries 
in Europe, the USA, Africa, Au- 
stralia and the Far East; a unique, 
58-year-old legacy of safeguard- 
ing clients' deposits and investors' 
equity despite repeated wars, 
military occupations and bank 
nationalisations throughout a 
notoriously tnrbulent region; sub- 
stantial capital resources, market 
clout and professional credibility 
that dwarf many governments in 
the area; and universal banking 
capabilities delivered through a 
global network of retail, 
wholesale and merchant banking 
offices. 

Its reputation for safety 
throughout the Arab World was 
legendary, though its profitability 
and market share were both 
being eroded by scores of aggres- 
sive new banks which bad opened 
for business during the oil-fuelled 
decade after 1974, many of which 
enjoyed the cushion of substan- 
tial government capital. As one 
competitor in Amman said re- 
cently, “the Arab Bank's name is 
magic in the market, but how 


long can any institution live by 
magic alone?" 

The point was appreciated by 
the founder’s two sons who have 
run the bank for years. Chairman 
Abdul Majeed Sboman and De- 
puty Chairman Khalid Sboman; 
they still personally approve all 
senior management decisions, 
and, with other members of tbe 
family, they own 17 per cent of 
total equity. 

The 76-year-old chairman, who 
has been with the bank for 51 
years, still comes into the office at 
6:30 a.m. to read all important 
mail and telexes. The younger 
Cambridge-educated Khalid 
spends six months a year travell- 
ing the world to maintain close 
contacts with the bank's overseas 
branches and major clients. 

White many argue that such 
close personal control of the 
Arab Bank by ther Shoman family 
has been the hallmark of its 
strength for over half a century, 
critics see it as a severe and 
outdated management constraint 
that has inhibited the bank from 
living up to the hill potential of its 
. reputation, network and size. 

Several years of flat earnings in 
the recessionary regional eco- 
nomy of the mid-1980s finally 
awakened the Shoman's to the 
need to adjust policies to stop the 
deterioration in both market 
shares and net profitability. 

The policy adopted in late 1986 
has focussed on four basic areas: 
More aggressive regional lending 
(particularly in the home market 
of Jordan, which still accounts for 
over 17 per cent of the group 
balance sheet); globally coordin- 
ated money market strategies 
among dealing rooms in London, 
Paris, Bahrain, Singapore, Syd- 
ney and New York; more effi- 
cient technological applications, 
both for retail clients and to cut 
backroom operational costs; and 
further international expansion 
into new markets which trade 
with the Arab World. 

The first year’s results indicate 
the strategy seems to be working. 
In 1987, the Arab Bank Group 
increased its balance sheet total 
(including guarantees and letters 
of credit) by SI billion, to S15.4 
billion, while shareholders' equi- 
ty rose from S676 million to $785 
million. Net income increased by 
7.9 per cent to $82 million, on 


FOR RENT 

DELUXE FURNISHED 
APARTMENT 


Two bedrooms, L-shape sitting and dining 
rooms, two bathrooms, equipped kitchen, 
washing, drying, dishwashing machines, tele- 
phone, centra! heating and video. 

Location: 6th Circle, Jabai Amman, Near Amra 
Hotel. 


Please call: 679376, 812229 


FOR SALE 

(Owner has no time to run the business) 

Are you looking for a good investment opportunity? 
Are you looking for a permanent showroom? 

We have the answer. We offer you the right place. 

A four-door commercial store, located at a street, in the centre of 
Shmeisani area. The store consists of two floors and a spacious 
terrace (30 X 8 metres), and is suitable for all commercial works. 
It was used as a three star restaurant. All necessary licences are 
available. The store will be sold with all its equipment. 


For further information please call 667212, Amman, Mr. 


=akhri. 


FOR RENT 


1. Modem furnished villa consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms, living room, dining room, central heating, 
telephone, garden and garage. 

2. Apartment consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, living 
room, dining room, central heating. 

Location: Gardens Street behind Nabeel Supermarket 
Youbile Circle. 

For further information please contact 602381 


substantially higher net income 
from loans, commissions and 
foreign exchange dealings. The 
bank's lending portfolio in- 
creased by 20 per cent during the 
year, to $3,517 billion. 

“When we lost Palestine in 
1948 and then the West Bank and 
Gaza in 1967, and had our assets 
nationalised in several countries 
during the past several decades, 
we learned the key role of capital 
adequacy and liquidity in the 
banking business in this part of 
the world," Khalid Sboman told 
the Jordan Times in Amman re- 
cently. 

The Arab Bank has fared much 
better than most other Middle 
Eastern institutions because of its 
tradition of ploughing back a 
substantial share of net profits 
■into its inner reserves, which total 
over $300 million. A high liquid- 
ity ratio of 65-70 per cent, a 
general aversion to securities and 
a very conservative approach to 
risky lending in the Third World 
have helped the b ank avoid most 
of the problems faced by other 
international Arab banks. 

Its doubtful debts average ab- 
out five per cent of loans, and bad 
loans are written off annually 
from the same year's income. It 
enjoys the added cushion of hav- 
ing a book value of foreign assets 
(mainly equity in joint venture) 
well below actual market prices; 
its stake in Arab National Bank 
in Saudi Arabia, for example, is 
worth (Saudi riyals) SR 60 million 
on its books, but over SR 700 
million in the market. 

The bank rules out a public 
share issue to increase its capital 
base, preferring to increase capit- 
al from earnings. 

During the past five years, it 
has increased its prime equity by 
over 57 per cent, and enjoys a 
capital/deposits ratio of 6 per 
cent; if measured by tbe new 
Bank of International Settle- 
ments (BIS) standards based on a 
weighted average of assets, its 
capital adequacy ratio is an im- 
pressive 14 per cent (compared to 
foe BIS target of 8 per cent). 

Its conservative banking phi- 
losophy is a matter of frequent 
discussion among fellow Arab 
bankers, many of whom fault It 
for being too slow to venture into 
new fields of activity. Tbe Sho- 
rn ans and their small circle of 
senior managers seem to enjoy 
the debate, but quietly defer to 
their record of profitability. 
They also point out that being old- 
fashioned has helped them avoid 
the current pitfalls of most other 
Arab banks who have recently 
reported flat or declining profits 
due to bad loans or to risky 
securities dealings in a volatile 
global market. 

“We’ve always recognised that 
we had the choice either to be a 
tough guy who throws his weight 
around, or to keep a low profile, 
stick to basic banking, make sure 
our clients' money is safe, and 
sleep better at night," said 
Shoman. 

The Sboman family wealth is 
invested entirely in the bank, 
which provides an added incen- 
tive for prudence,' along with the 
realisation, in Khalid’s words, 
that “many of our shareholders 
are small investors and families 
who virtually live off the income 
they derive from their sharehold- 
ings in the bank.” 

The bank's priority now is to 
market its services more aggres- 
sively — in itself a major manage- 
ment challenge given the diffe- 
rent nature of its work in diffe- 
rent markets. In Jordan and the 
Arab World, it is a large retail 
bank serving individuals, small 
businesses and large corpora- 



AJbdul Majeed Shoman 


dons, focusing heavily on trade 
and project financing and provid- 
ing some sovereign lending; its 
international business combines 
trade financing, foreign exchange 
and money market dealing, in- 
vestment banking, personal 
banking and portfolio manage- 
ment. 

“When our Jordan branch 
managers sent in their 1987 
budgets in late 1986, they aimed 
for a JD 5 million increase in 
lending,’' Shoman said in an in- 
terview in Amman earlier this 
month. “I looked at the figures 
' and told them we had to increase 
lending in 1987 by at least JD 100 
million, or we would not make a 
profit in Jordan, which would 
L have been unheard of." 

At the end of the year, domes- 
tic Tending increased by JD 112 
million, and the bank’s major 
borrowing clients in Jordan rose 



by 50 per cent, from 2,000 to 
3,000. This year the target is to 
increase lending by another JD 50 
million, at least. 

“Our expansion in the decade 
to 1983 was effortless, but the 
tougher market of the past three 
years has forced ns to look at new 
business opportunities at home 
and abroad, while cutting costs 
and raising productivity,” Sbo- 
man said. 

APart of tbe pressure on tbe 
’rank's profits in Jordan in recent 
jfears has reflected clients’ shift- 
ing funds from current to deposit 
accounts; this has raised the 
bank's average cost of funds at a 
time when both Central Bank of 
Jordan directives and market 
forces have lowered lending rates 
and therefore appreciably 
squeezed margins. 

After suffering several bank- 
ruptcies among contractor clients 
in the late 1970s, it established an 
investment banking department 
in Amman to provide senior man- 
agement with in-house studies on 
project feasibility and cash-flow 
prospects. Its own analyses of 
sectoral lending opportunities in 


Jordan and the Arab World, such 
as in commercial vehicles, drugs, 
oils or agro-industries, has 
allowed it to anticipate credit 
requests and therefore to be able 
to assess them more accurately. 

It is now preparing to launch a 
venture capital scheme by which 
it would share in the equity of 
new entrepreneurial . projects, 
and then sell out to the owner 
after tbe project is on its feet. 

Another profitable new busi- 
ness is hauling foreign currency 
notes around the world to pro- 
vide foreign exchange dealers and 
even some central banks with 
their foreign currency needs. The. 
business has focussed to date on 
the Middle East, the Far East and 
West Europe, but will soon also 
cover tbe United States. 

Expansion constraints in Jor- 
dan and other Arab markets have 
forced tbe Arab Bank to keep 
developing its international 
businesses, which last year 
accounted for 55 per cent of the 
balance sheet, and nearly 60 per 
cent of profits — a ratio which it 
expects to remain stable for tbe 
years to come. 

The bank has considered 
buying established branch net- 
works abroad (it bid for Con- 
tinental Illinois' branches in 
South Korea), while it has con- 
tinued opening its own branches 
or subsidiaries (Austria and Au- 
stralia are the latest), or rep 
offices such as those opened in 
the past three years in Beijing, 
Seoul and Tokyo. 

Europe and the Far East re- 
main the top growth markets, 
with a new Rome branch slated to 
be this year's only new foreign 
venture. 

In dealings with major interna- 
tional banks, it capitalises on the 
foot that it is the only major Arab 
institution with a widespread re- 
tail base throughout the entire 
Middle East, which complements 
its global network and investment 
banking capabilities. 

This has prompted the Arab 
Bank to venture cautiously into 
securities and money and capital 
market operations, such as its 
participation in the Eurotunnel 
financing and contractors’ 
guarantees, and several Airbus 
aircraft financing deals. 

The introduction of more soph- 
isticated technology-driven man- 
agement information systems is 
allowing it to consolidate the 
Arab and international rides of 
the business into a single global 
operation. It spends about 8 per 
cent a year of total operating 
expenses on data processing and 
telecommunications equipment, 
providing clients with single-teller 
service, ATMs, three-minute in- 
ternational cash transfers and 
drafts, decentralised payments of 
incoming transfers, check-cashing 
and payments at any branch, a 
fully integrated global com- 
munications and data processing 
network, and advanced dealing 
rooms linked together to provide 
each other and management in 
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Amman with a daily report of 
worldwide positions and place- 
ments. 

The bank is taking advantage 
of technological developments to 
open 15 "new office concept” 
mini-branches in Jordan this 
year. Each mini-branch, with just 
one or two employees, is electro- 
nically linked with a nearby full- 
service branch and with the rest 
of the global branch network. 

“We see these new mini-bran- 
ches as a means of extending 
counter services into the com- 
munity, and of taking the bank's 
services closer to where our 
clients live and work, at exist 
levels far below those of opening 
a full-scale branch,” Shoman ex- 
plained. 

The bank sees technology as a 
major factor in improving ser- 
vices and the productivity of the 
3,200-strong staff, and in holding 
down costs. Technologies now 
being developed or introduced 
include point of sale systems, a 
corporate, home and telephone 
banking system, optical electro- 
nic signature verification and fil- 
ling systems, and global logical 
and management information 
systems. 

Such developments will allow 
the Arab Bank to property ex- 
ploit its global network for the 
first time, while creating a new 
profit centre of consultancy ser- 
vices. The bank's 40-strong in- 
bouse engineering staff develops 
about 90 per cent of the new data 
processing, communications and 
business management systems. 

Management, planning and 
forecasting procedures have also 
emerged as a key element of the 
bank's new strategy — particular- 
ly when the bank realised that its 
share of total bank deposits in 
Jordan had declined, in the early 
1980s from 33 per cent to 26 per 
cent. Since 1983, one-year busi- 
ness plans for individual branches 
have been meshed into annual 
plans for the entire group. 

Branch-level forecasts and 
marketing plans launched in 1987 
will be incorporated this year' into 
country-wide marketing {dans, to 
be followed soon by a three-year 
strategic plan for Jordan and 
other regional markets. 


A shorter version of this article 
appeared in the Financial Times 
last week. 



The foreign exchange dealing room at Arab Bank London branch (File 
photo). 


SUBE1H STORE MOVED 

Subeih for clothes announces that his store has been 
moved to the main street, Bayader Wadi - Seer, opposite 
isfl the mosque, 

/■» t . 

I ) Tel - 8234S5 - 


SIP' 


FOR SALE — OWNER LEAVING SOON 


Landrover SWB JD 750 

Amstrad word processor, monitor, printer: PCW8256 
JD 250 

2 sofas + 3 armchairs JD 250 

Wool carpet, Jordanian JD 150 

120 piece dinner/tea/coffee set JD 60 

Rugs, bed, folding chairs, coffee table set JD 30 

Telephone 729401 


SUPER FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 


4th Circle best location 

2 bedrooms, modem bathroom and kitchen, superb 
furniture with oriental carpets, telephone, TV and central 
heating. 


Please call 644088. 


SUMMER SCHOOL 


The Montessori World Kindergarten .would like to 
announce that it is offering four weeks of summer school 
starting on Saturday June 18 until Wednesday July 20. 


For further inquiries please contact tel. 660504 or 

815883 


AMMAN FINANCIAL MARKET 


7- 4‘. 


Activity on the Amman Financial Market for June 12. 

Number Volume Coni 
253578 JD 247699 - 


Regular market: 

Top two companies.' 

Arab Insurance and 
Reinsurance 
Jordan Securities 

Parallel market: 
Development bonds; 
Treasury bills & bonds: 
Other debentures: 


25112 

JD 25112 

301(15 

JD'. 22584 

35200 

JD 10347 

1295 

13985 

187 

1967 

_ 

— 


■jt •; 

Si 

j 
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Finance and Commodities Report 


. \ . 

By Foaad Batshon j 

AMMAN — The American dollar was stable last week, but stfc 
traded near its highs against all major European currencies a nSj 
the Japanese yen. . J ; 

Speculators stood aside before the announcement oi tqs 

“ . ~ .... . . , , Ths 


American trade figure which is going to be released Tuesday. Tl^ 
‘ ■ een $10 billion to $12 billion, as 


figure Is expected to be between 

increase from $ 9.75 billion figure released last month. , . 

The scenario in dollar trading for the next two weeks is tikely to * 
be as follows: . . 

If the trade figure is between (S10-S12) billion then the dollar 
will fall from a high of 1.7250 to around 1.6950, where speculator^ 
will be interested to buy the dollar against the Deutscbemark) 
around those levels. - 

Charts indicate that the doUar/mark has the potential to move 
to a new high of 1.75 against the mark after the release of lh$ 
trade figure. 

In the local market, the dollar was well offered from banks and 
financial companies at the selling rates of the Central Bank of 
Jordan which made the doQar in a less bid situation than the 
previous three weeks. 

The banks and financial com parties were buying dollars on the 
middle rates of the Central Bank of Jordan daily bulletin. 

The most interesting commodity in my opinion is the soybeans/ 
Its movement is becoming too cbopy mainly because of spedula* 
tion. 4 \ 

Charts indicate that soybeans is a sell at the current level which 
is $8.90 for July. 

High demand and bad weather reports made speculators buy 
this commodity from the normal" levels which were before one 
month ago around the $6.50 a contract. 

Soybeans should once again move lower “towards the $7.0^ a 
contract because of low inflation and mainly because of better 
weather in the United States. . ; 


Following are some gold prices in Amman 
Gold per gramme, -21 carats — JD 4.250 
Gold per gramme, 18 carats •-« JD 3.850 


Audit sees Exim Bank 
deficit reaching $4.7 b 


> • 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Tbe 
U.S. government's Export-Im- 
port Bank (Exim Bank), which 
makes loans to push the sales of 
American- goods -abroad, has a 
deficit that may have reached 
$4.7.billion last Sept. 30, accord- 
ing to an audit by the General" 
Accounting Office (GAO):- 

The bank itself figures that it 
still had reserves of $312 million 
on that date. In September, the 
GAO said the defiat may have 
reached $3 trillion a year pre- 
viously while the bank said it had 
$773 million in reserves. 

- The GAO, which makes inves- 
tigations for Congress, blames 
the gaps on the refusal of the 
bank's management to take 
account of losses that are likely 
because some of its S12.8 billion 
in outstanding loans are uncol- 
lectible. 

.It says $6.7 billion in principal 
and interest was either delinquent 
or had been delayed in payment 
by “rescheduling" agreements. 

The accepted practice has been 
for tbe bank to encourage the sale 
of American goods by offering 
the buyer in a Third World coun- 
try at lower interest than the bank 
itself had to pay on the money it 




borrowed from- the U.S. govern- 
ment. 

Governments of other majors 
exporting countries — notably . 
Etanre and Japan — compete to 
get ordefs for their industries: 
by also subsidising exports- T 


ARE YOU A BOWLER 


com OHM AMO sa ran roun sew„: 
OUH AS-JO AOTDiUTJC SCOflERSL. 
rr a out im swotkse- 



JMML AHHMM.laicmCLE.IUHKm St 
-MU DAfUB CHIU ' 

Tit smos. f-.a BOX 1M7-A1MM- 


SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED FLAT 
TOLET 


Very nicely furnished, consisting of three bedrooms, satorr 
dining room, two bathrooms, large kitchen and two glassed-bv 
verandas, with central heating, telephone, flat area 185 square 
metres. The building consists of five flats. . 

Location: Sixth Circle, Jabai Amman, near San Rock Hotel. 

Tel: 819406. . 


TWO FULLY FURNISHED FLATS ZO LE® 

1. Three bedrooms, large sitting-dining area, two verandis- 

kitchen, bathroom, W.C., telephone, central heatihd dar 
park, full of electrical equipment. ■' . ' 1 ' 

2. Two bedrooms, large sitting-dining room, fully caroetai- 

garage, bathroom, W.C., telephone; central heating electrfr- 
ai equipment. ■ - 

Location:. Opposite Shmeisani Bookshop, 

Tel: 601795 
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Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


CHILDREN OF A 
LESSER GOD 



Performances UO. MW, 8:30. 10:30 


Cinema 


RAINBOW 


Tel: 625155 


RAISE THE 
TITANIC 


.Performances 3: 15. 6:30.8:30. Ilfc3» 



Cnema NlfOUM CINEMA « Formerly Opera » 


fCinema" 


V- 


PINK 

NIGHTS 



N 


PLAZA 


Tel: 6774 ; 


Running 






PcrfonBaaas3:30.&L5.8JQ, 10:30 
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Shriver breezes into 
Edgbaston tennis final 


BIRMINGHAM, England (AP) 
— American Pam Shriver braved 
bitter cold Saturday to move into 
the final of the Dow Chemical 
Classic Women's Tennis Tourna- 
ment, as rainouts earlier in the 
week forced players to shiver 
through two matches in one day. 

In raw conditions that she de- 
scribed as “horrible — the worst 
ever,” the top seed and four-time 
defending champion moved into 
Sunday’s final with a 6-1, 4-6, 6-3 
victory over third-seeded Amer- 
ican Lori McNeil. 

She will face second-seeded 
Claudia Kohde-Kilsch of West 
Germany, who defeated another 
American, No. 4 Zina Garrison, 
6-2, 64 on the grass courts of the 
Edgsbaion Priory Club. 

A disputed net call on a serve' 
seemed to force Shriver up a gear 
against McNeil in the third set. 

The turning point came with 
Shriver 3-2 ahead ancf holding 
double-break point after two 
great returns. 

McNeil's next serve appeared 
to .touch the net, but in the 
absence of a net-cord judge, the 
umpire failed to hear it and Shriv- 
er lost the point. In sheer frustra- 
tion she punched away a fore- 
hand volley on the next point to 
break for a 4-2 lead. 

“I was mad at myself when I 
lost my serve and it affected my . 
concentration when I should have 
been much smarter,” Shriver 
said. “I needed a kick in the pants 
and* I got it at 3-2.” 

Earlier in the day she beat Ros 
Fairbank of South Africa in the 
quarterfinals 6-2, 6-1. Rain 
washed out Wednesday’s play 
and forced both the quarterfinals 
and semifinals to be held 
Saturday. 


Kohde-Kilsch has yet to con- 
cede a set in this tournament and 
in her semi she was broken for 
the first time all week while serv- 
ing for the match at 5-2 against 
Garrison. 

The West German broke 
straight back for victory after 
earlier defeating New Zealander 
Belinda Cordwell 6-2, 7-6 in die 
quarter-finals. 

It was just 50 degrees 
Fahrenheit on the centre court in 
Britain’s supposedly hottest 
month, and Garrison never had a 
chance to warm up against 
Koder-Kilsch. 


Smith to play 

Lutz in final 


NEWPORT, Rhode Island (AP) 
— Former Wimbledon champion 
Stan Smith defeated llie Nastase 
to advance to the men finals of 
the $135,000 Mony Tournament 
of Legends at the international 
tennis Hall of Fame. 

Smith, who beat Nastase for 
the Wimbledon title in 1972, used 
a strong drop-volley game Satur- 
day in winning the over-35 match 
6-3, 3-6, 6-2. Smith. 42, will face 
Bob Lutz in the final match 
Sunday. 

In other action in the second 
day of the tournament, Cliff 
Drysdale defeated Marty Riessen 
84 in a men’s over-45 singles 
match after Riessen had won the 
first two games. 

In the final match Saturday 
before a crowd of 2,062 at the 
newport Casino, Virgina Wade 
and Joanne Russell beat Kerry 
Reid and Evonne Goolagong 6-3, 
6-1 in women’s doubles. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

*0 1907 Trtourw Madia SoMew, Inc. 


North-South vulnerable, 
deals. 

NORTH 
4 K 63 
9 AQ3 
0 A J 10 5 
♦ 862 


COUNTDOWN FOR SUCCESS 
North 


WEST 

♦ Q9541 
7 

0 Q 9 6 4 2 

♦ 54 

• SOUTH 

♦ A 8 

7 K J 9 6 2 
0 K 7 3 

♦ Q73 
The bidding: 

North East 
10 2 ♦ 

3 9 Pass 
Pius Pass 


EAST 

♦ JI0 7 
? 10 8 5 4 

0.8 

♦ A K J 10 9 


Sooth 
2 9 
4 9 


West 

Pass 

Pass 


Opening lead: Five of ♦ 

The books will tell you that the 
chVue for a finesse succeeding is 50 
at. That is true when you know 
little or nothing about the hand. 
These odds, in some circumstances, 
can ( be improved to an absolute 
certainty. 

'The auction was routine. East 
took advantage of the vulnerability 
to make a light overcall and South 
introduced his suit. North’s raise 
was automatic, and South had more 
than enough to venture to game. 

The defenders were quick to col- 


lect their book. With the dub lead 
marked, East took his high clubs 
and gave his partner a ruff. West ex- 
ited with a spade to the ace, and the 
contract now hinged on declarer be- 
ing able to avoid losing a diamond. 
To complicate matters, declarer 
could take the finesse either way. 

While the tendency is to play the 
overcaller for the queen, declarer 
decided to learn all he could about 
the hand before committing himself 
in diamonds. He started by drawing 
the trumps, and learned that East 
had started with five clubs and four 
hearts. On the fourth trump declar- 
er made a key play— he discarded a 
diamond from dummy, not a spade. 

To complete his count, declarer 
cashed the king of spades and ruffed 
the spade he had preserved so care- 
fully. When East followed to these 
two tricks, he could not have more 
than one diamond. So declarer 
cashed the king and confidently 
continued with a diamond finesse to 
score his contract. 

Note that, had declarer not kept 
the spade to ruff, his count of the 
hand would have been incomplete. 
He would have discovered that East 
held at least two spades, but two of 
East’s cards would have remained 
unknown. Despite the odds against, 
declarer might then have been 
swayed by the overcall to play East 
for the queen of diamonds, with di- 
sastrous results. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 


0 


H4Ef?iS 



“I was out jogging in my. green 
sweat suit and was crabby. Three 
people mistook me for Godzilla.” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 



1 ROCE 




L 

□ 


Qj 

INDAT i 



□ 

□ 

□ 


□ 


SOOJli 

IY 


C 

□ 


W 


BOPHI 

S 


L-i 


□ 

□ 



HE KNEW HOW TO 
MAKE EXTRA MONEY 
WTO HIS SHOVEL BY 
BEING 60OPATTH1S. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form die surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


^■ [UTlfTTYI 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow; 

Jumbtes: DRAFT HONEY TRICKY VWLRUS 

Answer They invited that screwball painter because 
he was always this — 

THE LIFE OF THE “ARTY- 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Metz ends Socftaux’s French Cup dream 


PARIS (R) — Metz beat second division Sochaux in the French 
Cup final Saturday — but only after extra lime and a penalty 
shoot-out. Eric Black’s* diving header just before halftime 
restored Metz's confidence after Sochaux. who will play in the 
first division next season, had taken the lead through Stephane 
PaQle nine minutes earlier. Sochaux’ s Michael Madar was first to 
miss from (he spot after eight penalties had been converted in the 
shoot-out. 


44 soccer fans arrested in Stuttgart 


STUTTGART, West Germany (R) — Forty-four English and 
Irish fans were arrested early Sunday after violent brawls in 
Stuttgart City centre during the European Soccer Championship 
finals, police said. In the first major outbreak of hooliganism of 


the tournament, police moved in after the supporters started 

poke 


attacking each other, a Stuttgart police spokeswoman said. 
Another fan, a Luxembourg citizen, was also taken away. Police 
said local prosecutors were questioning the' fans. Some had 
already been set free, while others were likely to be able to leave 
custody later in the day, probably after die England -Ireland 
international in the afternoon, she said. Until now the authorities 
had reported sporadic outbreaks of violence and a massive police 
presence in the eight cities hosting the 16-day tournament had 
apparently succeeded in keeping hooliganism down to a 
minimum . 


Princess Ann rides Insular to victory 


YORK, England (AP) — Britain’s Princess Ann rode a horse 
bred by her mother to victory in a race named for her 
grandmother Saturday. The princess scored her third victory as a 
flat-race jockey, riding longshot Insular to a 12-length victory in 
the Queen Mother’s Cup at York. The princess, winning for the 
first time this season, took the 14-to-l shot to the front a eighth of 
a mile from the finish and drew away for an" easy victory over 
odds-on favourite McCubbin. “The running of the race really 
suited Insular today and with the crowd malting such as noise as 
he came up to the winning post I was not ready certain just bow 
far dear we were." the princess said. Insular was bred by the 
princess’ mother, Queen Elizabeth II, and has been given to lan 
Balding’s Kinsclere stable for apprentice jockeys to ride. “He is 
an ideal horse for this type of race and was ridden brilliantly," 
Balding said. 


Wright passes fitness test to fade Ireland 


STUTTGART, West Germany (R) — Central defender Mark 
Wright passed a late fitness test and was named by manager 
Bobby Robson in his'’ ream to face Ireland in Sunday’s opening 
European Soccer Championship-group two match at the Neckars- 
tadion. Wright had been doubtful with a hamstring injury suffered 
during England’s midweek practice match against VHF Heil- 
bronn. Robson's team included Wright alongside Tony Adams in 
central defence, which raqant there was no place for full-back Viv 
Anderson who had been put on stand-by in case Wrightfailed his 
test. 


Sanchez to face Mancini in tennis final 


BOLOGNA (R) — Top seed Kent Carlsson of Sweden withdrew 
with injury from his semifinal against Alberto Mancini in the 


Bologna tennis tournament Saturday, leaving the young Argen- 
tine 


tine to face Spain's Emilio Sanchez in the final. Defending 
champion Carlsson. ranked ninth in the world, said he was 
suffering from an inflamed achilles tendon but vowed to play next 
year. Sanchez, seeded second, had an easy passage to the final, 
overcoming Argentine Martin Jaite 6-3, 6-1 in just over an hour 
on Bologna’s slow red clay. Jaite made errors from the start and 
only occasionally showed the skill that has earned him 20th place 
in the world rankings. Sanchez 'played with confidence and 
precision, particularly in the second set where he won five games 
in a row before Jaite belatedly held serve. 


Chistyakova sets long jump record 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet athlete Galina Chistyakova shattered 
the women’s world long jump record Saturday with a 7.52-metre 
leap which she said boosted her hopes for a gold medal at the 
Summer Olympic Games in Seoul. Chistyakova, 24, made the 
record jump in her sixth attempt during a Leningrad athletics 
tournament. The previous record of 7.45 metres was held jointly 
by Heike Drechsler of East Germany and Jackie Joyner of the 
United States. When the dust had cleared Chistyakova said she 
felt her fourth jump of 7.45 metres had been the best, since she 
had begun the leap some 10 cm ahead of the starting fine. 


Japan grabs volleyball title 


FUJISAWA, Japan (AP) — Japan downed Cuba 8-15, 15-12, 
15-6. 15-11 for its third straight victory Sunday to capture the 
NHK Cup men’s volleyball tide. Cuba finished second with 2-1. 
In the day’s second match at Akibadai Sports Centre, west of 
Tokyo, Jan Posthuma from The Netherlands scored three spike 
and seven block points to power his team to a 13-15, 15-10, 17-15, 
15-8 victory over South Korea. 


HOROSCOPE NOT RECEIVED 


THE Daily Crossword by Paw SwHt 


ACROSS 
1 Eur. range 
5 Dismantle 
10 — Jlma 
13 Liquid 
containers 

15 CHy on the 
Nile 

16 Arrest 

17 Shipshape 

19 Comp. pL 

20 Football team 

21 Prayed 

23 Ms JIHian 

24 Table mats 
26 Tool 

30 Annoy 

31 Relative 

32 Less Irrational 

33 Auditor, abbr. 
36 Naked 

40 Cheering word 

41 More accurate 

42 Anatomical 
network 

43 Arab WffwfffS 
45 Stages 

47 Picture takers 

49 - — Magnon 
man 

50 Deco rata 

51 Divided In a 
way 

56 Big - 

57 Puzzled 

6Q — de France 

61 Sign of grief 

62 Bizarre 

63 Pr. marshal 

64 Baker's need 
66 Beach sight 



Tfitn.ua Maaw 5*'»icn h* 
An R-griR Rewrote 


Yesterday’s Puzzle Solved: 


DOWN 

1 Rare — 

2 Fuzz 

3 Geraldine or 
Petti 

4 Kind of gin 

5 Disdain 

6 Tin lizzies 

7 Free (of) 

8 Metric 
measure 

9 Doorway 
drape 

10 Laughing 

11 Squander 


12 Toes the mark 

14 — eclipse 

18 Lairs 

22 Pacino and 
Capp 

24 Contributor 

26 A Cassini 

26 Twosome 

27 Moon goddess 

28 Rich 

29 Biblical verb 
ending 

30 Wins in 
chess 

32 Disparaging 
remarks 

34 Rose or 
Rozelle 

35 God of war 

37 Infinite 
time 

38 Territory 

39 — la la 

44 Mai de — 

45 Malayan boat 

46 A famous 
Lena 



47 Cottage 

48 An Astaire 

49 Loaf part 

51 Alphabet list 

52 Fruit drinks 

53 Movie manse 


54 Emerald 
Isle 

55 Colored 

68 Society page 
word 

59 Driving org. 


r 




1 


Aouita clocks 
unofficial 
world bqst time 


CASABLANCA .(E) — Moroe- 
co's champion v runner Said 
Aouita ran two miles in eight 
minutes, 13.09 seconds to set a 
new unofficial world record at an 
international athletics meeting in 
Casablanca Saturday night. 

The organisers said there was 
some dispute about the timing 
because someone walked through 
the photoelectric beam and stop- 
ped the dock at eight minutes 
when Aouita was about 110 
metres from the finish. 

He was timed manually at 8 
minutes 13.09 seconds, to beat bis 
own world record of 8 minutes 
13.45 seconds which he set in 
Turin, Italy, on- May 5 last year. 

Aouita, who also holds the 
1,500 metre, 2,000 metre and 
5,000 metre world records, was 
literally speechless with anger af- 
ter the race, waving journalists 
away. 

Britain's Steve Cram docked 3 
minutes 37.43 seconds in the 
1,500 metre event, substantially 
below his own personal best of 
3:29.47 which be set in Helsinki. 
Second was Omar Khalifa of 
Sudan In 3:39.78. 

Cram, who goes on to race in 
Paris and Oslo, has never raced 
against Aouita, said ‘i hope he 
will come to my home town of 
Jarrow when we hold our athle- 
tics meet.” 

Calvin Smith of the United 
States, who won the 110-metre 
sprint in 10.21 seconds. It was 
way off the record he set in July 
1983 in Colorado Springs when 
he docked 9.93 seconds. 


Moses opens 
season with 
good show 


TUCSON, Arizona (R) — Olym- 
pic and world champion Ed 
Moses recorded his best-eve r sea- 
son’s opening performance Satur- 
day when he won a 400 metres 
hurdles event in 48-38 seconds. 

“A time of 48.5 is acceptable 
for an opening meeting and I did 
better than that,” Moses. said 
after the race at the University of 
Arizona. 

George Porter finished 20 
metres back in second place in 
49.71 seconds and another Amer- 
ican, Tranel Hawkins, was third 
in 49.79 seconds. 

Andre Phillips, who is ex- 
pected to be one of Moses’ tough- 
est opponent at the Olympic trials 
next month, also competed in the 
Arizona meeting, but ran in diffe- 
rent events. 

Phillips won the 200 metres in 
20.51 seconds, the 400 metres in 
45.10 seconds and the 110 metres 
hurdles in 13.65 seconds. 

Another candidate for the U.S. 
team, sprinter Ron Brown who 
was a member of the 1984 Amer- 
ican Olympic team, won the 100 
metres in 10.29 seconds. 

The 32-year-old Moses, who 
has won two Olympic and two 
world gold medals as well as 
holding the world record, said he 
would go home to California and 
train hard for two days before 
deciding when he would compete 
again. He is expected to run once 
or twice more before the U.S. 
Olympic trials. 


Ireland scores stunning 
victory over England 


STUTTGART, West Germany (Agencies) — Ireland 
marked their first appearance in the finals of a 
major soccer tournament with a hard-earned but 
famous victory when they beat England 1-0 in 
Sunday’s opening European Championship Group 
Two match at the Neckarstadion. 


Midfielder Ray Houghton, 
with a header after only six mi- 
nutes, scored the decisive goal 
and set up Ireland's first triumph 
over England since September 
1949. The goal was Houghton’s 
first for his country. 

On a warm and sunny after- 
noon, England were never able to 
fight or scheme their way back 
despite abundant possession. 
Striker Gary Lineker, scorer of 
26 goals in his previous 32 inter- 
nationals, wasted two glorious 
chances in the second half. 

These were costly for England 
as they slithered to their first de- 
feat in nine games, while the 
jubilant Irish celebrated an exten- 
sion of their recent unbeaten run 
to 11 matches. 

The English fans in the 53,000 
crowd were kept under dose con- 


trol throughout the afternoon by 
more than. 700 West German 
police. 

Ireland came to the tourna- 
ment as the lowest ranked of the 
eight participating teams, while 
England was considered one of 
the top favourites to clinch its 
first European title. 

Ireland is managed by Jack 
Charlton, who won the World 
Cup with England in 1966. 

England never recovered from 
the early shock in the first half 
and found no answer to Ireland’s 
early checking. 

But England came back strong- 
ly after the interval and missed a 
string of excellent opportunities. 

Gary Lineker, whose six goals 
made him the top striker of the 
1986 World Cup in Mexico, alone 
wasted four chances. Two of 


them were saved by Ireland goal- 
keeper Paddy Bonner and twice 
Lineker was off the target. 

Ireland, playing in a major 
tournament for the first time, 
stunned the favoured English 
team with a determined perform- 
ance from the opening whistle. 

Ireland threatened "England's 
goal in the fourth minute and two 
minutes later Houghton scored 
the only goal, after two clearing 
errors by the England defence. 

Tony Galvin hooked a high 
cross into the England area. Ken- 
ny Sansom tried to head away but 
laid the ball on for John Aldridge 
who- headed back inside to his 
Liverpool teammate Houghton. 

Houghton headed into the far 
comer over England goalkeeper 
Peter Shilton, who was playing 
his 99th .international. 

Ireland appeared to be running 
out of steam in the closing mi- 
nutes and England came close to 
clinching an equaliser in injury 
time but Bonner punched away 
an effort by late substitute Mark 
Hateley. It was Bonner's eighth 
consecutive shutout in interna- 
tional matches. 


Pistons face Lakers in 
NBA Championship series 


PONTLAC, Michigan (AP) — 
The National Basketball Associa- 
tion (NBA) Championship series, 
tied at one victory each, shifts 
Sunday from the fabulous forum 
in Los Angeles to the Pontiac 
Silverdome, an indoor football 
stadium where the sun and wind 
are factors. 

“It isn’t like other arenas,” 
Detroit Pistons coach Chuck 
Daly said. 

The road trip isn’t like any 
other for Michigan-born Magic 
Johnson of the Los Angeles Lak- 
ers. His family and friends will be 
in the huge crowd watching game 
3. 

He said Saturday he won’t 
meet with them until after the 
game. He might even be able to 
enjoy a home-cooked meal after 
struggling with the flu. 


“I’m feeling a lot better now. f 
ate food finally for the 'first time 
last night,” be said. 

Although “it’s exciting" to play 
in front of people dear to him, he 


is postponing his reunion with his 
rooters. 

“It doesn’t matter if they're 
upset or not,” said Johnson. “I 
have a job to do.” 
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Sweeping curbs alarm 
Journalists in S. Africa 


Peking accuses 
VOA of incitation 


Russian ‘'priest’ freed 
after thirty-six years 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Local and foreign jour- 
nalists in South Africa, displaying rare unanim ity, 
have expressed alarm over Pretoria’s extension and 
toughening of media curbs under a nationwide state 
of emergency. 

A pro-government newspaper posed media rontrols iMj*® 
went as far as saying the move declared the emergency r* 
would deprive the public of vital 1986 to stem a nsing tide : oft: M 

facts K revolt against apartheid race seg- 

The curbs were announced Fri- regation laws, 
day as the government extended The government argued then 
for a third year its emergency that media coverage of the revolt 
powers that allow for detention was fuelling , the climate : ofinsur- 
withmit trial of nnnooenfs. rection in black townsh ps. 


A pro-government newspaper 
went as far as saying the move 
would deprive the public of vital 
facts. 

The curbs were announced Fri- 
day as the government extended 
for a third year its emergency 
powers that allow for detention 
without trial of opponents. 

“We view with despair the 
state's brutal assault on the very 
little and rapidly-diminishing 
freedom of the press and on the 
right of the people to know what 
is happening around them," said 
Jon Qwelane, a columnist for the 
Sunday Star and representative of 
the Geneva-based International 
Federation of Journalists. 

The Foreign Correspondents 
Association, grouping nearly 100 
journalists of foreign news orga- 
nisations. issued a statement 
.Saturday urging the swift repeal 
of all press restrictions. 

“We observe with irony that 
South Africa is progressively 
shutting down the free flow of 
information at a lime when the 
Soviet Union, frequently de- 
picted here as an enemy of press 
freedom, is noticeably moving 
towards a more open society, 
despite having its own prob- 
lems.” it said. 

President P.W. Botha first im- 


closed for a financially-crippling 

three months. 

Political violence has now dimi- 
nished. 

The exception is Natal pro- 
vince by the Indian Ocean, where 
rival black factions are fighting 
for political control. 

The toughened media curbs 
introduced last week require local 
news agencies operating in 
townships and rural areas to reg- 
ister with the government, thre- 
atening them with the same fate 
as the suspended alternative 
papers. 


This story was written under South Africa's state of emergency which 
imposes severe reporting restrictions. 


worldwide teleivion audiences 
saw daily images of burning and 
bloodshed, foreign credit to 
South Africa dried up, prompting 
a severe economic recession. 

Pressure abroad for economic 
sanctions mounted. 

Botha in 1986 banned televi- 
sion filming of political protests 
and its after-effects, stifling fore- 
ign network coverage. Journalists 
must leave any area as soon as 
demonstrations begin there. 

He ruled that few details could 
be given in advance of planned 
protests or strikes. Scores of anti- 
apartheid compaigners are for- 
bidden from talking to journal- 
ists. 

Earlier this year, several small 
but influential “alternative” pub- 
lications, distinct from the press 
owned by big business, were 


Mass resignation at 
Soviet academy 


MOSCOW f AP) — Sixteen 
members of the prestigious Soviet 
Academy of Sciences have res- 
igned simultaneously as author- 
ities press on with a campaign to 
bring new blood into the presti- 
gious institution. TASS S2id 
Saturday. 

The official Soviet news agency 
said it was the largest simul- 
taneous resignation in the history 
of the 900-member academy, 
which traces its roots back to the 
creation by Peter the Great of a 
Russian Academy of Sciences in 
1724. 

The departure of the academi- 


cians, whose terms would not 
normally have expired until 1990. 
appeared linked to a campaign 
led by Soviet leader Mikhail S. 
Gorbachev to enlist the country's 
scientific apparatus in his drive 
for scientific and technological 
progress. 

Lev Semyonov, head of the 
academy's personnel department, 
told TASS that the scientists' mass 
resignation “was prompted by a 
desire to draw young and talented 
organisers of science into the 
reorganisation process more 
actively.’* 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 

Los Angeles taskforce arrests hundreds 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — A task force of 1.000 police officers 
swept through the city during the night in a dragnet for street gang 
members, arresting more than 530 people and seizing drugs and 
weapons, authorities said Saturday. The sweep, a major skirmish in 
what Police Chief Daryl Gates calls a war on “the rotten little 
cowards,” followed the release of a department report showing 
gang slayings had risen to 96 so far this year from 80 in the same 
period in 1987. “We’re going to do it again and again," Gates 
vowed at a briefing. "There were definitely a lot of rock (crack) 
cocaine arrests, some arrests for possession of narcotics for sale, 
and there were numerous weapons confiscated, including an 
AK-47 assault rifle,” said Lieutenant Jim Tatreau. The sweep, 
which began Friday afternoon and ended early Saturday, was the 
largest since April. 

9 soldiers killed in Philippines 

MANILA (R) — A landmine believed planted by communist 
rebels killed seven soldiers Sunday and two other troopers were 
gunned down at a guerrilla checkpoint in the northern Philippines, 
the military said. A sketchy report said a military truck carrying the 
seven troopers hit the landmine in Sagada Town, mountain 
province. 256 kilometres north of Manila. In a neighbouring town, 
guerrillas shot to death two soldiers in a passenger bus held up at a 
rebel checkpoint, the military said. Meanwhile, a Philippine air 
force jet Sunday crashed into a house in north-western Pangasinan 
Province, killing the pilot, a military report said. A woman on the 
ground was injured.’ 

Laos claims food self-sufficiency 

BANGKOK ( AP) — Communist Laos is now able to provide all its 
own basic food needs but still must improve rice production, 
animal husbandry and irrigation by the year 2000, a Laotian official 
said in a statement Sunday. Sali Vongkharasao, bead of Laos' State 
Planning Committee, said rice production is ap 86 per cent since 
1976, coffee 92 per cent and cattle herds 60 per cent. The 
announcement follows emergency food aid to Laos after a serious 
drought last year left the country with a 1987 rice output of about 
1.2 million tons. Sali said that to increase general living conditions, 
rice production has to rise to 2.25 million tons by the year 2000 and 
meat production must increase 2.4 times more than 1985. With an 
average annua] per capita income of some $150, Laos is listed as 
one of the world’s poorest countries. But a low population relative 
to land size allows for a far better Standard of living than the 
statistics would indicate. 

Bangladesh receives $135.5 million 

DHAKA (R) — The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) 
granted Bangladesh $135.5 million Saturday for projects to reduce 
child mortality. Finance ministry officials said the funds, to be 
dispersed over five years, would be spent on health and education 
programmes for village women and their children and on impro- 
ving sanitation and water supplies in slums. Disease and malnutri- 
tion kill nearly one million Bangladeshi children every year, official 
figures show. 

Khmer Rouge claim major successes 

BANGKOK (AP) — The communist Khmer Rouge are claiming 
major successes against Vietnamese troops as they begin the 10th 
rainy season of guerrilla war in Kampuchea, a Khmer Rouge 
broadcast said. The claims come as Vietnam says greatly unproved 
security in Kampuchea will allow it to withdraw 50,000 troops from 
Kampuchea in the next seven months. The partial withdrawal may 
begin late this month. The United States estimates Vietnam 
currently has 120,000-125,000 troops in Kampuchea fighting some 
50,000 guerrillas. The clandestine Khmer Rouge radio said in a 
Friday broadcast made available Sunday that 2,821 Vietnamese 
soldiers bad been killed or wounded during May — the first month 
of the rainy season — while Hanoi’s administrative networks had 
been “dismantled" in 537 villages, 11 communes and one township. 


No member of an organisation 
restricted under the emergency 
can be quoted advocating any- 
thing which could be seen as a 
threat to public safety — sch as 
foreign sanctions. 

As most black opposition lead- 
ers are linked to 17 organisations 
restricted in February, this is far- 
reaching. 

Reporters must avoid com- 
pletely a key issue — black rails 
to boycott race-based local gov- 
ernment elections in October. 

The authorities say South Afri- 
ca is still sitting on a powder keg 
of revolutionary violence and 
emergency controls are needed to 
provide a calm climate for gra- 
dual reform. 

Gandhi to 
press on with 
temple security 

NEW DELHI (R) — Indian 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi said 
Sunday he was determined to 
press on with a security plan 
involving demolition around the 
Golden Temple, the holiest Sikh 
shrine. 

“If necessary, bulldozers will 
be pressed into service — both 
political as well as diesel-oper- 
ated bulldozers,” the Press Trust 
of India (PTI) quoted him as 
telling reporters on his way home 
from a four-nation tour. 

The razing of houses crowded 
around the Golden Temple in 
Amritsar to prevent Sikh separat- 
ists taking over the shrine again 
had been delayed by disputes 
over alternative homes for people 
displaced. 

PTI said the first house was 
demolished Saturday. Under the 
government plan all except his- 
toric buildings within 30 metres of 
the vast temple complex will be 
pulled down within six months to 
clear an easily-policed area. 

The government was in a hurry 
to start the work after paramilit- 
ary forces laid siege to the Gol- 
den Temple for 10 days in may to 
oust armed Sikh separatists fight- i 
ing for an independent homeland 
they call Khalistan. (land of the 
pure). 

Nearly 200 of the militants who 
have been conducting a bloody 
campaign for a homeland in the 
northern state of Punjab surren- 
dered during the siege and New 
Delhi said it was determined not 
to allow the militants back into 
the shrine. 

Ultimately the security plan — 
officially called the Golden Tem- 
ple Area Beautification Plan — 
will see the demolition of nearly 
ail the buildings within 300 
metres. 


I PEKING ( AP) — China’s official 
| news agency said Saturday that 
i Peking University students are 
accusing the U.S. -supported 
Voice of America (VOA) Radio 
network of demagoguery in its 
reports on recent student unrest. 

In Washington, the network 
denied the charge. 

The harshly worded report by 
the Xinhua News Agency said 
VOA, which has a large audience 
in China, had become a target of 
student criticism. 

Xinhua quoted' one unidenti- 
fied physics student as saying 
VOA had blown the situation on 
the Peking University campus out 
of proportion. 

He said the radio reported 
falsely that a student was arrested 
in a brief sit-in at Tiananmen 
Square last Wednesday. It said 
VOA gave a false impression by 
saying police had charged at stu- , 
dents to disperse them. 

Police Wednesday closed off 
the square to thwart a planned 
pro-democracy rally by students. 
About a dozen students tried to 


stage a sit-in on a sidewalk off the 
square, but police stopped them. 
Police said one man was de- 
tained. but he was not a studenL 
Richard Carlson, director of 
the U.S. Broadcasting Network, 
said in a statement Saturday that 
“the VOA rejects the charge of 
demagoguery or anything re- 
sembling that.'* 

Carlson said the network 
"carefully sourced and verified 
the events," before reporting 
them. 

The June 2 murder of a gradu- 
ate student ar the university 
ignited campus protests first of 
lax security and later of poor 
living conditions for intellectuals 
and the slow pace of democratic 
reform in China. 

Xinhua quoted a student as 
saying VOA is overly interested 
in bad news about China. i 
“Therefore, I suspect it has the 
desire to see China plunged into 
chaos.” the student said. 

A law student reportedly 
asked. “Is the radio not trying to 
make the situation worse?” 


Close presidential 
race seen in U.S. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Demo- 
crat Michael Dukakis is off to a 
strong start in California and 
other longtime Republican stron- 
gholds in his race against vice 
president George Bush, although 
a closely contested presidential 
election seems likely, according 
to an AP survey. 

The 50-state survey indicated 
widespread optimism among 
Democrats that Dukakis, the son 
of Greek immigrants, can end 
eight years of Republican rule in 
tiie White House. 

Republican officials in many 
states said the contest shapes up 
as a tight one, bur several said 


Bush could win easily if be suc- 
ceeds in his attempt to depict 
Dukakis as an heir to the Demo- 
cratic party's liberal past. 

Dukakis leads in the polls in 
California and New Jersey, which 
last voted Democratic in 1964, 
and is running even with Bush in 
the polls in Utah, which gave 
President Ronald Reagan his 
largest majorities in 1980 and 
1984. 

One survey shows the Mas- 
sachusetts Governor running 
even in reliably Republican Neb- 
raska, and within striking dis- 
tance in Texas and Florida, key 
southern states. 


Army on alert as 
Aquino set to leave 


MANILA (R) — Philippine 
troops were on full alert Sunday 
as President Corazon Aquino 
prepared to leave for Europe 
apparently unruffled by a raid by 
rebel soldiers on a paramilitary 
camp in the capital. 

The alert coincided with Sun- 
day's independence day celebra- 
tion and a planned march to the 
U.S. embassy in Manila by leftist 
groups urging the removal of 
American military bases from the 
country. 

“We are fully prepared to pro- 
tect the citizenry, our installa- 
tions and our institutions,” 
Armed Forces Chief General Re- 
nato de Villa told reporters. 


Troops repulsed an attempt 
Saturday by a band of soldiers 
loyal to ex-President Ferdinand 
Marcos to free a retird colonel 
held in a par amilitar y constabul- 
ary ramp 16 kilometres from 
Aquino's palace. 

On her trip, Aquino is ex- 
pected to press Swiss officials for 
recovery of some $1 billion Man- 
ila estimates Marcos hid in secret 
bank accounts during his 20 years 
as president. 

Philippine officials say Marcos’ 
salary was less than $5,000 a year 
and he must have sipboned off 
public funds before his overthrow 
in February 1986. 


World’s biggest AIDS 
meeting opens in Sweden 


STOCKHOLM (R) — More than 
6,000 experts from at least 120 
countries gathered Sunday for the 
world’s biggest AIDS conference 
to discuss progress in testing for 
and treating a disease that still 
eludes the search for a cure. 

The fourth international con- 
ference on acquired immune de- 
ficiency syndrome (AIDS), -a 
five-day event organised by the 
World Health Organisation, is 


probably the biggest gathering of 
scientific material ever made, 
organisers say. 

Doctors said most of the scien- 
tific news to be presented at the 
conference would concentrate on 
"side-issues" — new test methods 
or medicines which slow the prog- 
ress of the disease — rather than 
on any cure or preventive vac- 
cine. s 


MOSCOW (Agencies) A man 
believed to be a Russian Ortho- 
dox Priest persecuted in labour 
camps for Ms beliefs turned out to 
be a layman Saturday, embarras- 
sing an Anglican clergyman who 
led an international campaign for 
his release. 

Vasily Shipflov, believed by 
emigre groups and. British Angli- 
can Vicar the Reverend Dick 
Rodgers, to be a priest, spoke 
about his ordeal after 36 years in 
Soviet institutions, but later 
proved to be an unordained 
Christian first jailed for vagrancy. 

“The story differs substantially 
from what I fust thought,” said 
Rodgers, who campaigned for 
Shipfioirs release by fasting in a 
cage in a central London church 
during Lent. 

He staged the protest demon- 
stration on the basis of informa- 
tion he received from Russian 
emigres in the West that Shipflov 
was a priest suffering in the 
Soviet Union for his faith. 

In a three-hour conversation 
with Rodgers attended by Reu- 
ders, Shipflov said he had never 
been ordained in camp, that he 
was not sure whether he 
had even been baptised and that 
be had been beaten in clinics for 
refusing to wash. 

Earlier, tire 60-year-old Ship- 
flov told a news conference how 
he was beaten every time he 
crossed himself as a religious ges- 


ture in detention. Once his skull 
was broken and recently staff 
broke his leg when he tried to 
escape, he said. 

“I feel to some extent embar- 
rassed about the discrepancies. 
Nevertheless, I feel I acted in good 
faith in view of the reports I had 
and I don’t regret what I did," 
Rodgers said. 

“This modifies the blamewor- 
thiness of the Soviet authorities 
as regards his initial internment. 
Nevertheless, knowing what 
these prison hospitals are like, I 
am relieved that Vasily is now 

- Earlier, reporters crowded 
around Shipflov, in the belief that 
he was a Russian Orthodox 
priest, as he described how he 
was beaten every time he crossed 
himself. 

"It's impossible to say how 
man y times I was beaten over all 
those years but I forgive the 
people who beat me," said the 
man they believed was "father’ 
Shipflov, who appeared, tremb- 
ling and confused after being 
released from a Moscow clinic. 

Shipflov shouted: “What kind 
of hospital is it where they beat 
j>e£>ple? Listen to me, listen to 

Although ho repeatedly denied 
being a secretly-ordained priest, 
as Western emigre groups re- 
ported, Shipflov said be was a 
devout believer. 


Thousands march for 
disarmament in II.S. 


NEW YORK (AP) — About 
60,000 people participated in a 
Central Park march and rally for 
nnclear disarmament that 
brought together 200 peace, 
labour, religious and human 
rights organisations. 

The event Saturday was the 
city’s largest political demonstra- 
tion since 1982, police said. 

It rapped a week of activities in 
support of the third United Na- 
tions special session on disarma- 
ment. The coalition organising 
the event is seeking to increase 
interest in abolishing nuclear 
weapons by the year 2000. 

“This is a New York event to 
say, ’we still believe,” said Peter 
Yarrow of the American folk 
singing group Peter. Paul and 
Mary. 

Along the roads winding 
through Central Park were 
booths set op by organisations 
that distributed literature, sold 
buttons, T-shirts and records. 

The SSD-m National Coali- 
tion endorses the abolition of 


nuclear weapons, self-determina- 
tion for all nations, an end to 
military intervention and a shift 
from military buildups to global 
economic development. 

Police officials said the crowd 
was the largest at a demonstra- 
tion in the city since 250,000 
people attended the United Na- 
tions’ second special session on 
disarmament in 1982. 

The day’s events began with a 
torch lighting ceremony at the 
United Nations. The torch came 
from the eternal flame at the 
Hiroshima memorial in 'Japan. 

Those who arrived early then 
marched to Central Park for the 
international programme of 
cultural presentations and 
speeches, which featured among 
others Coretta Scott King, folks 
singers Ronnie Gilbert, Pete See- 
gcr, Yarrow and Midnight Oil, an 
Australian rock group. 

Leslie Cagan, national coordi- 
nator for the coalition, said die 
demonstrations can have a 
"momentous effect on the nation- 
al political agenda.” 


Bangladesh opposition 
stages one-day strike 


DHAKA, Bangladesh (AP) — 
Stores were shuttered and most 
traffic stopped Sunday as opposi- 
tion parties staged a one-day 
strike to protest a controversial 
constitutional amendment that 
has made Islam the state religion 
of Bangladesh. 

There were no reports of vio- 
lence in Dhaka, the capital with 
five million people. 

Heavy monsoon rains kept 
both police and protesters off the 
street, although a few bicycle 
rickshaws were out. 

Government offices were open 
but attendance was reported 
light. 


Thousands of people were 
stranded at city bus terminals as 
intercity buses were kept off the 
roads. 

The strike was called by 20 
major opporition parties to pro- 
test parliament’s passage last 
Tuesday of legislation making 
Islam (he state religion. President 
Hussain Muhammad Ershad 
signed the bill into law two days 
later. 

The legislation inserted into 
the constitution a provision read- 
ing: “The state religion of the 
republic is Islam, but other reli- 
gions may be practiced in peace 
and harmony." 


In panic haste, search for AIDS origin is forgotten 


By Judith Mariasy 

Pianos feature 

IN 1987 a "Tumour spread that 
U.S. soldiers in Vietnam had 
contracted the AIDS virus by 
having sex with monkeys, and 
. had then carried it back to the 
United States and transmitted it 
to others. 

This is just one of several 
variants of the “animal origins” 
theories about the emergence 
of AIDS that have appeared 
and reappeared around the 
world. The debate about the 
origins of AIDS has been 
hopelessly mixed with ques- 
tions of who is to blame for 
starting the epidemic. Implica- 
tions that particular groups are 
to blame, and feelings of being 
blamed, have seriously ham- 
pered efforts to control AIDS. 

A few years earlier, some 
U.S. researchers speculated 
that a disease of Haitian pigs 
could hold the clue to the ori- 
gins question. But by far the 
most widely publicised animal 
origins hypothesis was based on 
the scientific discovery of a 
virus related to HIV, the AIDS 
virus, in African green monk- 
eys. Early in 1988, however. 
U.S. scientists announced that 
their results were a mistake and 
the origins of AIDS were as 
undear as ever. 

Similarly, the once promin- 
ent theory that HIV had ex- 
isted, perhaps unnoticed for a 
long time, in isolated comm uni- i 
ties, has not been supported by 


tests of stored blood samples 
from Africa. 

However, very little research 
has been done on the idea that 
the AIDS virus originated in 
the United States. As a result 
critics felt that U.S. researchers 
bad been too eager to pin 
blame on Africa and drew 
attention to what they railed 
the "missing hypothesis" — 
one which would attempt to 
trace the spread of the virus 
from the United States to the 
rest of the world. 


bia. In theory it ought to be 
possible to find out when and 
where the first cases of AIDS 
occurred. In practice, this is not 
so easy. 

Analysis of the medical his- 
tories of past patients has re- 
vealed a small number of possi- 
ble AIDS cases going back 
nearly 30 years on three conti- 
nents. Working back in time. 
AIDS-like symptoms have been 
found in patients as early as 
1959. when the trail, for the 
present at least, runs cold: 


The search for the origin of the AIDS virus became hopelessly 
confused with a search for someone to blame. As President Kaunda of 
Zambia said, “what’s more important than knowing where the 
disease came from, is knowing where it’s going.” 


Speculation that defence de- 
partment germ warfare experi- 
mentation was responsible for 
creating the virus has circulated 
widely; but virologists are 
emphatic that genetic engineer- 
ing was not sufficiently adv- 
anced to develop such a man- 
made virus at the time HTV first 
appeared. Meanwhile, no sci- 
entific theories for the origin of 
HIV in the United States have 
emerged. 

So far, we do not know the 
origin of the virus. How much 
then, do we know about the 
earliest cases of HTV infection 
and AIDS? AIDS began to be 
noticed in the late 1970s and 
early 1980s in several widely 
separated locations, including 
Belgium. France, Haiti, the 
United States. Zaire and Zam- 


* 1979: A 44-year-old 
homosexual man died with 
Kaposi's sarcoma in New York 
City; 

* 1977: A 27-year-old Rwan- 
dan mother developed the 
novel immunodeficiency symp- 
toms; 

* 1977: A 34-year-old Zairean 
airline secretary sought treat- 
ment in Belgium; she died in' 
■Kinshasa in 1978; 

* 1977: A 47-year-old Danish 
surgeon who had worked in 
rural Zaire died in Denmark; 

* 1975: A previously healthy 
seven-month-old black infant 
had pneumocystis in New York 
City; 

* 1969: A 15-year-old black 


U.S. boy died with Kaposi's 
sarcoma and opportunistic in- 
fections in St. Loins; 

* 1959: A British sailor with 
Kaposi’s sarcoma and 
pneumocystis died in Man- 
chester; 

* 1959: A 45-year-old man 
born in Haiti and long resident 
in the United States died. 

In a few of these cases the 
diagnoses of AIDS made after 
death are now supported by 
positive tests for HIV anti- 
bodies is stored blood. Mott, 
however, have been identified 
as possible early cases of AIDS 
on the basis of symptoms alone. 
To date, the eaniett known 
evidence of antibodies to HIV 
has been detected in the stored 
blood and tissues of the St. 
Louis teenager, mentioned 
above, who died in 1969 and in 
a blood sample drawn in Kinsh- 
asa, Zaire, in 1959. But this 
sample was drawn a very long 
time ago, and the older the 
sample, the more difficult it is 
to know whether the results are 
accurate. 

HIV causes death 

t * 

Neither medical ndr journa- 
listic enquiry has managed to 
trace HTV infection or possible 
cases of AIDS further back 
than 1959. Earlier evidence of 
HTV infection or AIDS may 
still be found somewhere. Di- 


agnoses of AIDS after death, 
however, become more uncer- 
tain the further back in time 
they are located. People do not 
die of AIDS itself, for AIDS is 
not really a disease but a syn- 
drome of opportunistic infec- 
tions which strike when the 
immune system has been dam- 
aged . by HIV. To determine 
some years later whether the 
infections that failed a person 
were actually part of the syn- 
drome is, in reality, no more 
than cautious guesswork. 

The origins debate will con- 
tinue. It may never be resolved. . 
Five hundred years after the 
appearance of a sudden and \ 
virulent epidemic of syphilis in 1 
Europe in the 1490s, science j 
still remains uncertain where j 
and bow it started. Then, as j 
now, foreigners were usually i 
blamed. 

Ou the other hand, origins i 
research could provide a due to 
developing a vaccine against 
HIV and help efforts to control 
its spread. 

Whether or not a full ex- 
planation for the origins of 
AIDS ever emerges, the World 
Health Organisation and most 
specialists in this field stress 
that AIDS education is not 
dependent on such an explana- 
tion. As Zambia’s President 
Kenneth Kaunda has said: 
“What is more important than 
knowing . where this disease 
came from, is knowing where it 
is going.” 



Princess weds 
Spanish nobleman 

VADUZ. Liechtenstein (AP) — 
Princess Nora of Liechtenstein, 
the only daughter of Prince Franz 
Josef n, Saturday married a 
Spanish nobleman, Vicente Mar- 

- quis de Marino. The couple ex- 
changed vows during a In hour 
ceremony at the Roman Catholic 
Church in Vaduz, the capital of 
the tiny principality between 
Switzerland and Austria, as a 
thunderstorm rumbled overhead. 
It was the first marriage for Nora, 
37, and the second for the Mar- 
quis, 56. His first was annulled in 
1978. Among the 300 guests were 
his three children, and Belgian 
and Luxembourg royalty. About 
1,000 people lining the streets in 
front of the church saw the bride 
and her father arrive in an old- 
fashioned open-top Mercedes. 
The wedding was also broadcast 
live in dosed-dreuit television in 
a public hall. 

TASS compiles 
‘hit parade' 

MOSCOW (AP) — The Soviet 
news agency TASS has begun 
compiling a 'TASS Hit Parade” 
of the most popular records in 
100 Soviet cities. In May, accord- 
ing to TASS, the most popular 
classical record was a recording of 
the Mozart opera "Cosi Fan Tuc- 
te” by the Bolshoi Theater Chor- 
us and Orchestra. The top 10 pop 
and rock records were led by 
Zoopark, the top song was “Jet- 
liner" by West Germany’s Mod- 
ern Talking group and the top 
pop and rock perfo rm er was Val- 
ery Leontiev. 

Stolen car returned 
with an apology 

LOUISVILLE. Colorado (AP) 

— Brett Garrett got his stolen 
pickup truck back — with an 
apology for a smashed fender. 
The track was taken from outside 
Garret’s home, and he found it 
die next morning, parked up the 
block, windows up, doors locked 
and a note on the seat. “We 
borrowed your car last night but 
we didn't mean to harm it. But 
we did. Sorry. Wish I could pay 
for it, but have no cash, friends?” 
the note said. 

‘Nazi bar’ becomes 
‘No Name 1 

BANGKOK, Thailand (AP) — 
The owners of Bangkok’s "Nazi 
Bar” have changed the pub’s 
name following strong objections 
from several foreigners, the man- 
ager says. The bar featured caric- 
atures of Adolf Hitler, photos of 
Nazi storm troopers and cartoons 
of Italian fascist leader Benito 
Mussolini when it opened in May. 
Waiters wore swastika armbands. 
Last week the nightspot was 
renamed “No Name,” manager 
Aor Sarayuk said, “to make ev- 
erybody happy." "We don’t want 
to offend even a few people so 
we're experimenting with a new, 
neutral name and decor,” Aor 
said in a telephone interview. 

Twins bet on 
identical numbers 

BOCA RATON, Florida (AP) — 
Identical twin sisters came up 
winners this week in Florida’s 
cash three lottery, unaware ggd i 
had bet on identical numbers. 
“It's M> weird,” said Karen Snyd- 
er, 23, of Pompano Beach, a 
first-time winner who earned 
$1,080 from her three one-dollax 
tickets with the number 2-4-6. 
It s just a strange coincidence;” 
Mid Kathy Snyder of Boca 
Raton, whose single ticket paid 

Rocky gives advice 

on women 

NEW YORK (AP) - As “Ram- 

^ "Rocky." defeats are 
few and far between for Sylvester 
Stallone. But the twice-divorced 
actor says he has taken a real-life 
fro1 ? wo “en — ond 
par£lnoid about 
“ e ; ,Xet« say I’ve developed 1 
suspicion to an art form,” said 
Stallone m the June 13 issue of 

wbeo discussing 
ms spirt -wixi 1 actress Brigitte. 
Nielsen. “You develop a sense of 
V .protective paranoia,” ex- 
SWont, who also 
offered some advice on. spotting 

Evil rises to the top eventually, 
hke cream, Stallone said. “You 
«aUy got to look deeply into 
SSri *>2: Y °U can see if dime's 
tbero is barracuda 
hving behind that retma.” / 






